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A Lost Christmas 


By Emma Smuller Carter 


T IS a lonely Christmas night, 
No angels singing-in the height, 
No shepherds 4nd no guiding light: 


No royal train to follow them 
With incense, myrrh, and diadem, 
No star-lit stall in Bethlehem: 


No Virgin Mother, undefiled, 
Holds to her heart her Holy Child; 
Not so can reason be beguiled. 


New science brings the world new light,— 
it seems 8o wise: it must be right,— 
But,— ’tis a lonely Christmas night. 








“Ghost Planes” 


War breeds -terrible enemies and weapons. The 
last war—so far—produced the deadliest fighting 
methods yet known to man; and the next war will 
be worse.” Some weeks ago a cable dispatch from 
Paris was published by the Philadelphia Public Ledger 
Foreign Service describing the new French “ghost 
airplane,” an invention of a captain in the French 
army. “The Bg plane flies without a pilot and 
may be directed through Hertzian waves by an ‘order 
keyboard’ from hundreds of miles behind the fighting 
line. And it is not only pilotless, but invisible and 
invulnerable. That is to say, it is constructed to rise 
to such heights.as to be out of sight and out of range 
of. the biggest anti-aircraft guns when it drops its 
devastating bombs on enemy positions. Military en- 
thusiasts already picture entire squadrons of ghost 
planes pouring death and destruction out of an empty 
sky on the helpless and bewildered enemy,- whose long- 
range guns will have become as obsolete as the arrows 
of the-Middle Ages.” This is certainly a modern sym- 
bol of spiritual warfare, in which “we wrestle not 
against flesh and blood, but against ... powers, .<. 
against spiritual wickedness in high places.” But while 


there may be. no defense against the “ghost planes,” 
the Christian has a sttre defense against the pl» more 
subtle and terrible spiritual enemies when he takes 
the “whole armor of God,” for then he has God's in- 
violable word that in the evil day he shall triumphantly 
“be able to quench all the fiery darts.” 


mm 
Mr. Wanamaker’s Answer 


We can always find time for what we most. want 
to do. J. Frank Norris of Texas recently told the 
story of his Sunday-school to a meeting of Philadel- 
phia Sunday-school workers,—the actual attendance 
at his school averages more than 4,000. He described 
a visit he had had with John Wanamaker, a dozen 
or more years ago, when he had come to Philadel- 
phia to study Mr. Wanamaker’s great Sunday-school 
and learn all he could from him. He asked Mr. 
Wanamaker the question: “How do you get time to 
run a great Sunday-school like this, with the busi- 
ness of your stores, your. Postmaster Generalship, and 
all the other treméndous obligations of your. hfe?” 
And the great Sunday-school superintendent and 
United States cabinet officer replied: “Why, my boy, 
the Sunday-school is my business. All those other 
things are just things. Fifty-five years ago I decided 
that God’s promise was sure, ‘Seek ye first the king- 
dom of God, and his righteousness; and all these 
things shall be added unto you.’” A man cannot fail 
to make a success of his Christian service if he sim- 
ply takes God at his word and makes it the first busi- 
ness of his life. ™~ 
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The Antidote is aati 

- Unbelief is best overcome by Good News. ~The 
most effective antidote for Modetnism is the super- 
natural impact of God’s Gospel.. A veteran Christian 
missionary of. rich experience and rare wisdom and 
consecration, Mr. D. E. Hoste, Director of the China 
Inland Mission, writes from Shanghai to The Sun- 
day School Times: “It is increasingly impressed upon 
me that whilst. protest and controversy have their 
place, the most effectual means of counteracting what 
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is known as ‘Modernism’ is the bringing home to 
people’s hearts and experience the great truths set 
forth in the Bible concerning sin, and deliverance 
from its guilt and power through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, That there are not. a few true children of 
God who are more or less unsettled and whose faith 
is to some extent clouded by the influence of skepti- 
cal and critical teaching, is evident to any careful 
observer. Such persons are frequently in much dis- 
tress of mind and sincerely desiring help, which lat- 
ter can only be rendered in the spirit of love: and 
sympathy. May God so pour out his Spirit upon his 
people that a revive! of sound doctrine and of belief in 
the Divine authofity of the Bible may come about, 
not as the result of an inherited orthodoxy, but as 
an experience of very truth and power in human life.” 


H-_— 
An Astounding Survey 


Surveying Sunday-school conditions in Indiana, 
believed to be a “typical” state, showed the standards 
of religious training to be very low. The survey 
was taken by Dean Walter S. Athearn of Boston 
University... He found that “Indiana churches spend 
twice as much for their janitors as they do for the 
religious education of their children. Forty-seven 
cents out of every municipal dollar in Indiana are 
expended ‘on the public schools; only two cents out of 
every church dollar are expended on church schools.” 

ailuré to train children in Christian homes, in 
pols, and in Sunday-schools is responsible, Dr. 
thinks, for-the facts that moré than $4,000,- 
009, worth of property is stolen every year in the 
United States; that there are 15,000 murders and homi- 
cides annually ; that it costs the government $600,000 a 
year to guard the mail sacks on railroad trains. His 
burvey Hachvers 27,000,000 children and youth under 
t-venty-five years of age who are not receiving syste- 
matic religious and moral instruction from any church, 
and that seven out of every ten of the children and 
youth of America are not enrolled in any Sunday- 
school or parochial school. The situation is one that 
should cause God’s children everywhere to pray that 
He may show the remedy. 


Is Self-Examination a Christian Duty ? 


self-improvement, but the question arises whether 

self-examination is the right way of arriving at 
that knowledge of ourselves which is a basis of self- 
improvement. To some Christians self- examination 
is regarded as one of the essentials of vital godliness 
and practical religion, but it is this very question that 
is now to be raised. Is self-examination a Christian 
duty? Is this the true way of obtaining self-knowl- 
edge? 

Is Self-Examination enjoined in Holy Scripture ?— 
Theré are only two passages where word “ex- 
amine” occurs in reference to self, and in both cases 
the Revised Version substitutes “prove.” One of 
these passages is 2 Corinthians 13:5: “Examine your- 
selves whether ye be -in the faith; prove your own 
selves. Know ye not your own selves how that Jesus 
Christ is in you, except ye be reprobates?” Does 
this passage enjoin sclf-examination in the usual sense 
of that term? The apostle is referring them to their 
own spiritual condition as a proof of his apostleship. 
It_is not an exhortation to odianratier but an appeal 
for a personal test of his work among them. He 
points to them in vindication of his apostleship and 
begs them to look at themselves in this light as. a con- 
vincing proof that he was all he claimed to be. The 
text cannot be used to justify self-examination with 
a view to progress in holiness. — 

The other passage is 1 Corinthians 11:28: “Let a 
man examine himself, and so let him eat of that bread, 
and drink of that cup.” Again the Revised Version 


G ctrinorovement, bs is very valuable and so is 





This suggestive study by Dr. W.. H. Griffith Thomas 
was published some years ago in England, and is now 
given to American readers as this week’s editorial. 





renders “prove himself,” and the action is limited to 
the one ordinance of the Lord’s Supper. Paul urged 
the Corinthian Christians to test themselves as to 
whether they were observing the Lord’s we ne with 
reverence. He presses upon them the duty of reverent 
reception. There is no idea of a general self-scrutiny 
of the inner life, but a personal test of their right 
purpose of observing the Lord’s Supper. Did they 
discern: the true meaning of that holy rite? This, and 
not seart-searching in the modern sense, is-surely the 
true idea of the passage. : 

When these two texts are carefully considered in 
the light of their context and definite purpose, they 


are seen to give no. countenance to the interpretation 
that appli em to keen self-scrutiny, and apart from 
these two jpissages there is nothing whatever to be 


found in Ho cripture about self-examination, that 
is, the examination of self by one’s self. 


Is Self-Examination really possible?—Does knowl- 
edge of self come by self-examination? In view of 
the subtleties and abysses of our nature it may be 
fg oe whether it is ever possible to arrive at a 
ue knowledge of ourselves by means of self-exam- 
ination. For instance, we may desire to know the 
measure of our love of power, of our desire for dis- 
tinction, of our selfishness, of our sincerity, of our 
boastfulness, of our appreciation of others. Is this 
derived by a carefiil examination of ourselves by our- 
selves? Would not such knowledge be much more 
likely to come through outside tests, from those who 
know us best among our relatives and friends? 

Besides, there are all the complexities of moral 
standards and: actions to be taken into account. A 
man’s worst faults are generally those of which he 
lias the least knowledge, while his best virtues are 
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often those of which he knows least. We are blind 
to our own faults, or we are severe upon ourselves 
just where our judgments are least ‘deserved. Seli- 
nowledge is not to be derived from any examination 
of ourselves. = 

Is Self-Examination practically useful?—So diffi- 
cult is it to gauge what is within us that it is only 
too possible for self-examination to become positively 
harmful in one or other directions. It «may easily 
lead to superficiality of knowledge through ignorance, 
and self-exaltation through self-satisfaction may 
thereby be promoted. Or it may lead to discourage- 
ment and despair through morbid introspection. Hope 
may be destroyed through the disclosures of self and 
spiritual harm may be the sad outcome. To very 
many to-day religion mainly consists in introspection, 
a continual looking within to see whether the fruit 
of the Spirit is really growing. There is one verse 
of a hymn which has much to answer for in this con- 
nection : 

“'Tis a point I long to know, 
Oft it causes anxious thought. 
Do I love the Lord or no? 
Am I his or am I not?” 


If it were not so serious a matter it would be pos- 
sible to show the absurdity of the questions of ‘this 
verse by applying them to our love to those around 
us. The fact is that by no possibility will intrespec- 
tion lead us to a true knowledge of our spiritual ‘con- 
dition. The more we study ourselves the less we shall 
know of ourselves. 

The type of self-examination prevalent in certain 
quarters has been formed largely by means of certain 
well-known religious diaries which are the reverse of 
helpful because of their records of self-dissection. 
They contain self-exposures which no one sh Id 
ever make to his fellow-men. The influence of these 
diaries is often disheartening, and even debilitating. 
They do not minister to the robust, vigorous, jubilant 
piety of the New Testament. They are -gloomy in 
their experiences and hypersensitive in their self-con- 
demnation. Mental introspection does not truly re- 
veal the various elements and strata of our charac- 
ter. Bunyan’s Pilgrim would have been a far better 
man if he had discovered sooner than he did the 
working of the Divine grace in his heart. Indeed, 
this is only to say that John Bunyan himself weuld 
have been saved untold spiritual trouble if he had ex- 
amined himself less and proceeded along more health- 
ful spiritual lines. There is no premium put on care- 
lessness when we read of. those who “make the heart 
of the righteous sad whom the Lord has not made 
sad” (Ezek. 13:22). There is a world of difference 
between conscientiousness and scrupulosity, and -no 
amount of searching into our hearts by our own powers 
will reveal to us the presence of Divine :grace. For 
these reasons self-examination often becomes posi- 
tively harmful. 

What, then, is the true method of Self-Knowledge? 
—The answer is that self-examination should be 
changed for a Divine examination of self. “The 
heart is deceitful above all things, and desperately 
wicked: who can know it?” (Jer. 17:9.) “Who can 
understand his errors?” (Psa. 19:12.) These -pas- 
sages show the futility of examining self and the ne- 
cessity of turning to the Lord who trieth the hearts. 
“Examine me, O Lord, and prove me; try my reins 
and my heart” (Psa. 26:2). ‘Search me, O God, and 
know my heart: try me, and know my thoughts” (Psa. 
139: 23). It is in God’s knowledge of us that we find 
the best and only true knowledge of ourselves. “In 
thy light shall we see light... When the soul is oc- 
cupied with Christ it becomes conscious of its own 
condition in the sight of God. Our Lord shows us 
our weaknesses, our failures, our sins. 

It is very significant that while the New Testament 
has much to say about “watching” there is no gram- 
matical object connected with this verb “watch.” We 
are not told to watch ourselves, or our enemits, or our 
sins, for the simple reason that this would be utterly 
futile. May it not be that this absence of all refer- 
ence to an object is intended to suggest the true idea 
of watching, namely, “Looking off unto Jesus” and 
being occupied with him? It is sometimes said that 
for one look at self we should take ten looks at Christ. 
It would be far truer to say, Take eleven looks at 
Christ and none at self. 

The New Testament method of holiness is trans- 
formation by beholding. Self-forgetfulness is far bet- 
ter than a constant struggle of self towards unselfish- 
ness. Absorption of interest in something worthier 
than self is the surest way to moral progress, and we 


most surely forget what is bad by remembering what 


is good. An acrobat thinks not of his steps as he is 
walking the rope, a sailor looks aloft or else he be- 
comes dizzy, a marksman is ever aiming at the target, 
not looking solely at his gun. And in like manner in 
the Christian life it is by “beholding as in a glass the 
glory of the Lord” that “we are. changed into the 
same image.” 

It is in this connection that we see the essential 
difference between pagan and Christian ethics. The 
heathen ideal was “Know thyself,” the Christian ideal 
is “Know God.” It is only by very careful qualifica- 
tion and constant safeguarding that we can admit the 
truth of the cynic’s words that “the proper study of 
mankind is man.” The proper study of mankind is not 
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man, if by this is meant the study of man himself by 
himself. - 

The practical application of all this lies in the 
necessity and importance of a definite, daily meditation 


: of the Word of God. It is in that Word that we 


come to know God and thereby to know ourselves. In 
the light of his truth and in fellowship with him the 
light is shed upon ourselves. We truiy see ourselves 
as we look “into the perfect law of liberty,” and in 
contrast with the Divine holiness we see our own sin- 
fulness, and our consequent need of purity and grace. 
The examples in the Word cheer or warn, its coun- 
sels instruct, its promises encourage, its warnings ad- 


Is God the Saviour of All Men? 


Will you please tell me what is the literai meaning 
of the Greek word for “Saviour” in 1 Timothy 4: 10, 
“We trust in the living God, who is the Saviour of 
all men, specially of those that believe’? A friend of 
mine has difficulty in accepting the Bible teaching that 
some will be lost, and asks about that passage.—A 
Pennsylvania Business Man. 


The Greek word here is soter, and means saviour, 
deliverer, preserver. It is the word commonly used 
throughout the New Testament of Christ as Saviour. 
It is accurate to translate the word “Preserver,” as 
is suggested in the margin of the Scofield Reference 
Bible. But it is important to notice that there is noth- 
ing in this Scripture passage which offsets the plain 
teaching, given in many different passages throughout 
the entire Bible, and especially from the lips of our 
Lord himself, that some men, because they reject 
Christ as Saviour, will be eternally lost. The com- 
ment of the Companion Bible on the verse “Saviour 
of all men” is illuminating: 

“When our first parents incurred the penalty of 
immediate judicial death, the race would have been 
extinguished, had not God interposed, before dealing 
with the culprits, with the promise of the -Redeemer, 
so suspending the execution of the sentence denounced.” 
Thus God, as his Word declares, “is the Saviour of 
all men, specially of those that believe.” 


x 
Was Vashti’s Disobedience Right? 


In your issue of June 2, under “For Family Worship,” 
it seems as though the writer considers that Vashti 
ought not to have refused to obey the king’s com- 
mand, by the way he uses the incident to teach obe- 
dience. It has always seemed to me that Vashti should 
be honored for her magnificent refusal, at the risk of 
position and even life, to break through the barriers 
of Eastern custom, and to sacrifice her womanly dig- 
nity and reserve, for the sensual gratification of her 
husband under the influence of.drink. It seems to me 
Vashti should be held up as a model to all women. 
I should like to know if I am looking at this wrongly. 
—An English Reader. ‘ 


The book of Esther does not say whether Vashti 
did right or wrong. It simply records the facts in 
the incident. The king Ahasuerus, at a great feast, 
after he had been drinking wine, commanded Vashti 
the queen to be brought in “to shew the people and 
the princes her beauty: for she was fair to look upon. 
But the queen Vashti refused to come.” 

Did she do right, or wrong, in thus disobeying the 
king’s command? In the absence of any answer in 
the Word of God we can have only our fallible, hu- 
man opinion, and opinions differ as to this. 

The view of the reader who has asked this ques- 
tion is a natural and legitimate one. Thus the valu- 
able Commentary by Jamieson, Fausset, 2nd Brown, 
says: “The refusal of Vashti to obey an order which 
required her to make an indecent exposure of her- 
self before a company of drunken revelers, was be- 
coming both the modesty of her sex and her rank as 
queen.” On the other hand, the Expusitor’s Bible 
says that while Vashti “may have had a new concep- 
tion of a woman’s true dignity, as far as the perverted 
ideas of the East permitted .. . yet even here a .pain- 
ful suspicion obtrudes itself on our notice. Vashti 
had been feasting with the women of the harem when 
she received the brutual mandate from her lord.. Had 
she too lost her balance of judgment under the be- 
Witching influence of the wine-cup? Was she ren- 
dered reckless by the excitement of her festivities? 

. . Since one of the commonest results of intoxica- 
tion is.a: quarrelsomeness of temper, it must be ad- 
mitted. that Vashti’s flat refusal to obey may have 
some connection ‘with her previous festivities. In 
that case, of course, something must be detracted 
from her glory as the martyr of womanliness. A hor- 
rible picture is this—a drunken king quarreling with 
his drunken queen.” 

Still another commentary calls attention to the fact 
that from Esther -5: 4, 8, 12, it is seen that “it was no 
impropriety for wives to be at banquets before other 
men besides their husbands.” In view of this, might 
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monish, its requirements chasten, and its hopes inspire. 
The soul that occupies itself daily with personal first- 
hand meditation of the Word of God will never lack 
knowledge of itself, never be wanting in self-progress, 
and never be behind .in those Divine graces which 
are the secret of holiness, blessing, and influence, 

“Ye are clean through the waciee 15:3). 

“Ye are strong, and the word of God abideth in 
you” (1 John 2:14). 

“The word of his grace which is able to build you 
up” (Acts 20: 32). 

“The law of his God is in his heart; none of his 
steps shall slide” (Psa. 37:31). 





it have been possible for Vashti to show wifely obe- 
dience to her husband’s word by appearing at the 
banquet, and yet to have done so with dignity and 
no immodesty, and then to have withdrawn? 

The question is an involved one, and it is not essen- 
tial that we have any final answer; ii, indeed, it were 
essential, God would have given it to us in his Word. 


Pad 
Was There a Human Race Before Adam? 


I am enclosing an item I cut out of the Globe, To- 
ey What is the opinion of your geologist on this 

n 

While I believe the Bible account of creation and 
succeeding events, is it not quite possible there may 
have been a race of beings similar to ourselves on -this 
earth before Adam? - Most people concede that many 
remains of the lower animals are of prehistoric times, 
but has there been any absolute proof as yet that a 
man-like being lived more than 6,000 years ago? 

Let me express my appreciation of your paper in its 
stand for Bible fundamentals. As a teacher in our 
Sunday-school I am supplied with the Tim®@s regularly. 
—An Ontario Reader. 


The clipping from the Toronto Globe gives one of 
the news dispatches that have been published in many 
newspapers, in recent weeks, and reads in, part as 
follows: . 

Further excavations at Solutre, near Macon, where 
scientists have already found thousands of bones of 
prehistoric horses and buffaloes, have just brought to 
light skeletons of three Cro-Magnon men. The skele- 
tons, which are intact, give a perfect illustration of 
the physical characteristics of man 15,000 years ago. 
They are of men between twenty and thirty years of 
age and of great stature. The skull in each case is 
well developed, but not of great length. The nose is 
long and the jaw exaggeratedly high. 


Christian people everywhere are interested in these 
recent finds in France, and the comment of Professor 
George McCready Price, whose scientific writings as 
a believer in the whole Bible have been of. such serv- 
ice for some years past, and whose monumental book, 
“The New. Geology,” has just appeared, is of en- 
lightening importance. e book may be ordered 
through The Sunday School Times Company, at $3.50, 
postpaid.) Professor Price writes to the Editor: 


The discovery, which was made by Dr. Arcolin, is 
declared by paleontologists here as one of the greatest 
in their branch of science. 

_. These recent discoveries at Solutre are very interest- 
ing; but they are not especially important scientifically, 
though they do give occasion for some more news- 
paper publicity, to assist in the diligent propaganda 
continually going on regarding the great “artiquity” 
of the human remains found in Western Europe and in 
various other parts of the world. These “finds” are 
real enough,—that is, actual skeletons of such-and- 
such a character have been found; but the imterpreta- 
tion given of them through the news dispatches is pure 
evolutionary propag 

There ‘is no scientific evidence to show that these Cro- 
Magnon giants, with their splendid brains and artistic 
skill, are not fully as old as the Neanderthal races, 
which because of their low development are usually 
called much older. 

That there is another side to this evolutionary propa- 
ganda will be seen from my article entitled, “Fossil 
Men, Fossil Apes, and the Scientists,” in the Dear- 
born Independent for March 4, 1922;.also from the last 
chapter in “The New Geology, a Textbook for Col- . 
leges,” on “The Origin and Antiquity of Man.” 

There is no scientific (or theological) reason for be- 
lieving that any human or semi-human beings lived 
on this earth before the Creation, as described in the 
first chapters of Genesis. The newer views on geology 
are very seriously questioning whether any fossil ani- 
mals or plants are really of the great antiquity usually 
assigned to them. The long-popular theory that the 
fossils can be arranged in a true historical series cov- 
ering many millions of years is now known to be a pure 
assumption, and is being contradicted by many recent 
discoveries which seem to put the whole question in a 
very different light, and much more in harmony with 
the Bible. 

Readers of The Sunday School Times will be glad 
to know that Professor’ Price has written an article 
dealing with this whole subject, entitled, “How Old 
is Man?” which will appear in these columns in the 
near future. 
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the latest report gives over twenty thousand bap- 

tized members in its ranks out of thirty-five thous- 
sand. General Feng is coating groups of preachers and 
evangelists to the bandits o onan to try the Gos- 

upon these ruffians who have shown themsel 
intractable -to~-force. General Chang Chih Chiang, 
who is in command of the Eleventh Division, has 
been “speaking in Paotingfu to students, “His is a 
heart White hot for Christ,” reports the Missionary 


Herald. 

“He told the boys that China would never be strong 
until leaders confessed their sins and accepted Christ 
as. their leader. He pleaded with them to follow 
Christ, keep close to the Bible, and pray through every 

roblem. eis a $ er of power who carries his 
Reavers along with him. He wore no shoulder straps, 
and his uniform could not have cost more than four 
dollars, — cheap home-made cotton, baggy at the knees 
with much prayer.” ; 

Dr. and Sen Arthur H. Smith, the veteran mis- 
sionaries, entertained him recently at dinner, together 
with the chaplain of the division. They asked for a 

lain meal. ‘General Chang prayed for us two who 
ad loved China for over fifty years, and then with 
a mighty fervor prayed for his own country until 
Moses seemed to have come back, and the whole room 
seemed full of God.” : : 

In Szch'wan civil war rages, and the insurrection- 
ists under Yen have been looting, carrying off women, 
and generally misbehaving. But a new army has ar- 
rived and Mr. Polhill remarks the difference. This army 
has quite a few Christian officers, the first we have seen 
and a delightful change. Captain Chang kindly preached 
for us on Sunday from the thirteenth of First Cor- 
inthians, a sermon on love.” 

There are those who think to find the Golden Rule 
paralleled. in Confucius’. teaching: Why do we ‘not 
then find Confucians preaching and practising it in the 
troubled China of: to-day ? 


There is another Chang, Major Chang, who is 
described as a_ second Feng:'Hu Hsiang. He is sta- 
tioned in Shenshi, and is a member: of, the Congre- 
gationalist Church. He preaches to his soldiers, and 
already six hundred of them have been converted. 
The Rev. Harold Robinson tells this story of him in 
the Missionary Herald. 

He was sent to Honan with his battalion, and at 
ene place where his soldiers’ were moving ammunition 
on wheelbarrows one, not very~ strong, could not 
keep up: The usual’ officer would have beaten him 
until he overtook the others. Major Feng procured 
a rope, attached it to the barrow, and pulled away 
until the perspiration poured down his face. Presently 
they neared the county seat,*and the magistrates came 
out to welcome him with brass band.~ When they 
asked for the commander he was pointed out attached 
to the barrow. “Why does he do that?” asked the 
surprised. magistrate. “Because he is a Christian,” 
came the reply. ‘ 


The Fender Mercies of the Heathen.—Now turn to 
another number of the same publication and read an 
article by the Rev. Edward H. Smith of Inghok en- 
titled, “The Second Mile with a Chinese Army.” 
Brigadier: General Wang had passed through Inghok, 
“a surly, fierce, military, firebrand,” who threatened 
to execute all the authorities of the place within two 
hours if his demands were not complied with to the 
letter. Shops, homes, farms were looted by the hun- 
gry soldiery, and the mission compound was soon 

lied with refugees fleeing from the nation’s army. 
Even the Governor and his bodyguard applied to Mr. 
Smith for shelter, and were put to sleep on his study 


Ti Christian Army of China grows apace, and 


loor. 

All able-bodied persons in sight were impressed as 
carriers to the next city, and Mr. Smith volunteered 
to accompany them. For four days he was with them, 
encouraging. them, smearing their raw and bleeding 
shoulders with salve, intervening to protect them from 


the soldiery, providing quinine for: the malarious, and’ 


what food he could secure for the hungry. Many 
carriers died on the way from fatigue, starvation, and 
the inhuman beating of the soldiers. When he reached 


Sien Yu it took twelve hours to secure the promised’ 


release, the greedy army officers being intent on bribes 
before letting the carriers go. Two and a half days 
were spent in marching home. The carriers had toiled 
twenty miles daily over terrible roads without a scrap 
of food. But the Methodist Mission in Sien Yu pro- 
vided them with a good meal before the return jour- 
ney, and the band of tired and worn men spent the 
nights at Christian chapels on the way home where 
they were treated in the spirit of the compassionate 
Saviour. When they finally reached Inghok strings 
of firecrackers were set the whole length of the city 
street up to Mr. Smith’s home in recognition of his 
kindness. 





Feng Plans to Cure Banditry with the Gospel 


The Sunday School Times’ Missionary Watch Tower shows how Christ 
makes Changs so much better than Wangs 


The Chinese “are a discerning people and able to 
draw conclusions from their diverse experiences with 
the Changs and Wangs of the army. 


Tent Evangelism in China.—The South China Gos- 
pel tent of the American Baptist Mission has been 
in use two years and has made a_ great impression 
with its evangelistic meetings. The tent seats by actual 
count a thousand people, and when the sides are lifted 
a ‘thousand more are brought within sound of the 
preaching. Last year more than three thousand peo- 
ple made their start for Christ in connection with 
these tent meetings. : a 

Preaching on market days has been especially fruit- 
ful. Thus at Shiu Hing city meetings have been held 
every day at one o'clock for country folks coming in 
with their produce. From six to eight hundred peo- 
ple have gathered and remained until the meeting 
closed, — unsaved people who have carried the good 
news home with them to the villages all about this 
central town. Mr. P. H. Anderson, who is in charge, 
says: “We have learned that nothing so stirs and holds 
the people as the simple Gospel of the Son of God. 
The Chinese are hungering for the Gospel of Christ. 
Politics, even republican politics, are a disappointment 
to them. - They listen eagerly to straight talks on God, 
Satan, sin, death, judgment, hell, love, redemption.” 
Hundreds of these market folks, among them some 
of the most desperate characters in the region, have 
stood up before the threngs to declare their adhesion 
to Christ. .“China’s first need is not scholarship, but 
Christ; not our great leaders and experts, but Christ; 
not, brick and mortar, but Christ.” 

Mr. Hamlett of Wusih describes similar tent mect- 
ings in the North, in an improvised tent and mat-shed 
seating about three thousand, put up in Soochow, a 
city of seven hundred and: fifty thousand people. For 
two weeks, night and day, thousands have thronged 
this place. The emphasis was placed on the awfulness 
of sin and the necessity of the Cross, the supreme sac- 
rifice for sin. Numbers mightily convicted would come 
to the front to be prayed for and to confess. When 


time came .to close the crowds, instead of dispersing, 
wouhl stay on ifto-the°night, Hungry for fifrther in-~ 


struction. About eight hundred .in. this way, made 
confession. The meetings have been followed by sys- 
tematic visitation of all such and their providing with 
literature. Further training-classes have been organ- 
ized by local churches all over the city to instruct 
these new Christians. Mr. Hamlett declares that 
never in his life has he heard such Scriptural preach- 
ing as came from the lips of these Chinese pastors. 


Singing New Tunes at Tsingtao.—So too in Tsing- 
tao the city has been “stirred for Christ.” great 
tent put up’ for two weeks on a lot ‘loaned™by the 
postoffice department has been crowded. This city 
has been recently returned to ‘China by the govern- 
ment of Japan, and is at present crowded by Chinese, 
sight-seeing or seeking work. These visitors were 
greatly interested in the preaching and brought in 
their friends among the permanent residents. Tracts 
were given away by thousands and small hymn-books 
sold by the hundreds, as well as many Bibles. “It 
was an inspiring sight to see large numbers of men 
with their hymn-books, men who had never sung be- 
fore, doing their best to strike the tunes in the easier 
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On_ the Missionary Firing Line 


Six thousand children study in the 188 village schoo!s 
of the Ongole mission of the American Baptist Mission. 

Nankam, Burmz, is the Center of 193 Large Shan Villages. 
—Here Dr. Harper has in the past year treated 8,000 patients 
on the verandah of his house in default of a proper hospital. 


Thirty th d Jap in Brazil without so much as 
a Buddhist priest to give them religious guidance. This 
fact stirred the heart of Mr. M. Kobayashi, a student in 
Auburn seminary, and he determined to evangelize them. 
No mission board, however, could be found to send him out. 
He went to work, therefore, in a New York restaurant 
until he could save money enough to pay his passage to 
Brazil. Now he has been in Sao Paulo a year, witnessing 
to Christ. Mr. Kobayashi is a graduate of the Doshisha 
University. : 

A number of th Pp are working as lumber 
jacks in the camps of the Northwest. Mr. E. S. Morton, 
formerly a missionary in Japan, is laboring among them, 
and a few have already given themselves to-Christ. He 
publishes for them a bilingual paper, Good News, in 
Japanese and English. The widespread race-bitterness 
against the Japanese among lumbermen does not seem 
to have reached to him, and he is able to teach freely. 

The Gospel in Guatemala.—In Guatemala thirty-six years 
age there were but two professed evangelical Christians. 
They lived in the capital. To-day six evangelical boards 
are working in the land. They have established six hun- 
dred congregations which have already more than twenty- 
five thousand adherents “each with his Bible’”” The work 
is spreading rapidly to the Indians. 
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By Ernest Gordon 






places and make melody to the Lord.” After a lit- 
tle the more earnest listeners began to enroll as con- 


verts. ‘Before the close of the meetings three hun- 
dred and fifty had so‘done. These have been grouped 
in instruction classes. Much petty persecution hes 
followed them. “Never in the history of Tsingtao 
have so many people been touched by the preaching of 
the Gospel.” 


When Baganda Volunteers Began to Preach.— 
The moral sanitation which genuine Christianity brings 
with it could, if allowed to work, do much to rescue 
society from the cul-de-sac in which it finds itself. 
But the nations as nations will not — probably cannot 
—have anything to do with it. Its healing and ren- 
Ovating power, on the,other hand, is plainly observ- 
able among individuals and groups of individuals 
where life is less complex than with us. 

The Rev. John Roscoe was for a quarter century 
missionary of the Chur~h Missionary Society among 
the Bagandas (“Twenty-five Years in East Africa,” by 
Roscoe. Macmillans, New York, $8). As other early 
missionaries, he was no welcome guest. At one time he 
was put in ward with his wife and would have died of 
hunger if it had not been for the little food a Sudanese 
boy brought him in his dirty loin-cloth. (It was at 
this time that a group of passing cannibals broke out 
with, “Why does not Bushiri give us this plump wo- 
man for a feast?” “My wife asked me what they were 
saying, and I returned that they were admiring her.”) 
When ransomed, just an hour before the appointed time 
of hi& killing, he fainted with fever. For long periods 
these missionaries would teach at night and sleep 
daytimes in order to carry on mission work at all, so 
great was the hostility. 

But the fruits of the work followed this watching 
and pain. For generations mén and women had had 
their arms and legs broken and were placed in rows 
to await the, coming of sacred crocodiles who carried 
them off and devoured them. But after twenty years 
the Christian group in-Uganda’' was strong enough to 
demand of the British resident, Sir Gerald Portal, a 
treaty abolishing slavery. Portal thought that the loss 
involved to thousands was a serious hindrance, but the 
new Christians would not be put off. 

When the’ native Baganda evangelists first began to 
teach and preach, the tribes who knew them as dan- 
gerous foes distrusted them and put every obstacle in 
their way. They were boycotted and at times starved 
out. Yet they persisted, building their mud and wattle 
churches among the Batesos, teaching them to read 
the Gospels and to write. Finally they won their 
confidence, and now thousands of such evangelists are 
at work and the schools with their teachers are sup- 
ported by the Batesos themselves. In the pre-Chris- 
tian days sick men and women of another tribe were 
ordinarily left to die, even if a little attention would 
have saved their lives. But Mr. Roscoe tells of heroic 
teachers who have freely given up home and even life 
to help sufferers from sleeping sickness. “Both men and 
women have gone to the work knowing the risks they 
ran of contracting the disease, and in many cases have 
died at their posts.” What a picture of the Gospel’s 
working, these Baganda volunteers, undertaking long 
and wearisome journeys among people of other tongues 
and different customs, with little or no provision made 
for*them, and without support from a home base, liv- 


ing with men of decidedly inferior abilities and in times * 


of epidemic endangering their very lives! 


A “Heart”? Multiplying Itself!—Mr. Studd of the 
Heart of Africa Mission affirmed in its early days 
that with seventy workers he could in ten years evan- 
gelize four provinces. He has forty-six now, and 
needs but twenty-four to complete the number. The 
mission report arnounces expenses doubled and pro- 
vided for in the past two years. The history of the 
initial nine years Mr. Buxton summarizes thus: “What 
tight corners we have often been in! What extrica- 
tions there have been! All glory to God! We look 
forward in confidence knowing that-as long as we go 
ahead according to God’s plan he will provide.” 

Certainly they are going ahead. As if Africa were 
not large enough they have organized a Heart of 
Amazonia Mission for the evangelization of the three 
hundred Indian tribes of the Amazon Valley. A cam- 
paign in North English and Scotch cities has brought 
three hundred and fifty volunteers. And Mr. C. Mil- 
ler has gone out to start a Heart of Arabia Mission. 

Mr. .Norman Grubb writes that six hundred Af- 
ricans, among therh five chiefs, have recently come 
out for Christ in one section. That means a dozen or 
so little churches lighting the darkness. These new 
Christians are held to exacting standards. “There is 
no mincing matters regarding sin. The home churches 
might’ learn a lesson from the way in which holiness 
is pressed upon these converts. I do not think there 
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is a church in London so strict in these respects. And 


evangelistic service is also pressed on new converts.’ 


One black evangelist is mentioned who was so intent 
on winning a man for Christ that he sat on his door- 
step in the early morning waiting until he should turn 





What is the one great converging event of prophecy and the future ? 
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out at six o'clock. Another recounts having burnt 
by request twenty Bili houses with shrines. (The 
Bili are a murderous and exceedingly adulterous sect.) 
He faces repeated attacks with poisoned arrows. 
Here are sentences from a prayer-meeting talk of 
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Great Facts About Our Lord’s Coming 
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one of these ex-cannibals. “If you take a knife and 
cut my body wherever . cut blood will come out. 
So with a Christian. hateve? people do to him it 
should merely bring love out of him.” 

New Hampton, N. 





W. H. Griffith Thomas, D.D. 
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the future. In the Old Testament no fewer 

than seventeen out of thirty-nine books are 
prophetic, while in several of the others there are 
references to the future that may almost be called 
rophetic. Each section of the’ New Testament sim- 
ilarly looks forward, as may be seen from a careful 
study of the Gospels, the Acts, the Epistles, and 
Revelation. Dr. Sanday not long ago admitted that 
he had not realized until lately Sow far the “center 
of gravity” of our Lord’s ministry and mission lay 
beyond the grave. Another New Testament scholar, 
speaking of the element of the future in the Gospels, 
remarks that it is “fundamental and pervasive to an 
extent which has not been appreciated.” 

It has been computed that there are over three 
hundred references in the New Testament to the 
coming of the Lord, an average of one in every 
twenty-five verses. ~This prominence clearly shows 
the importance of the. subject, and the contrast with 
such comparatively infrequent references to Baptism, 
the Lord’s Supper, and everi the Church and the Min- 
istry, is significant. Some one has described the 
Second Coming as. the one converging event of 
prophecy and. the future. 

Yet this subject is neglected by very.many Chris- 
tian people. Some say they have no time for it in 
the pressure of everyday affairs; others do not re- 
gard it as practical enough for ordinary life; while 
still more point to the difficulties of the subject and 
the differences between: students: as the! warrant’ for 
their neglect or ignoring of the ‘subject. - But: it 


Ete i part of the Bible has an outlook towards 


ought to be pointed out that) the believer should find, ’. 


or, if necessary make, time for anything .found. in the 
Bible. Further, the subject, as stated in .the New 
Testament, is one of the most practical and. vital for 
daily living; and in regard to difficulties and differ- 
ences, it should be made clear that these are in. great 
measure concerned with details, and do not affect 
what may be called the “beaten track” of prophetic 
teaching. 

I. The Lord’s Coming is Personal 


In reference to his spiritual presence, our Lord has 
never left his Church; and when he said, “Lo, I am 
with you always” (Matt. - 28:20), he emphasized 
what every Christian knows as the spiritual reality 
of the Lord’s perpetual presence. He lives in the 
believer and abides in the Church (Gal. 2: 20). 

But his personal coming also is recorded as a fact. 
This was first stated by himself (John 14: 3), then-by 
an angel (Acts 1:11), and .hen by the apostle Paul 
(1 Thess. 4: 15-17). It is impossible that anything 
could be plainer than these statements. 

For this reason it is wholly inaccurate to think 
that the Lord’s coming is to be identified with death. 
Many millions have died since the Lord’s ascension, 
and we know that Chri-tians are dying day by day, 
but all this is not a coming of Christ; it is a going 
to be with Christ, in the words of the apostle, “to 
depart and be with Christ” (Phil. 1:23). When 
Stephen died, he did not say, “Come, Lord Jesus,” 
but “Lord Jesus, receive my spirit” (Acts 7: 59). 

In the same way, the coming of the Lord to the 
heart moment by moment (John 14:23) is te be 
clearly distinguished from that personal coming 
which the New Testament reveals as at once literal 
and future. 

There are some who would identify the Lord’s 
coming with the Day of Pentecost. But this.is im- 
possible, because long after Pentecost statements 
were made that the Lord would come (Acts 3: 20, 
21; 1 Thess. 4:16). Besides, the coming of the Holy 
Spirit was definitely stated as dependent upon ‘the 
departure of Christ (John 16:7), and the New 
Testament clearly teaches that the presence of the 
Holy Spirit is due to the absence of our Lord. 

Some think that the coming of Christ is to be 
identified with the destruction of Jerusalem in A. D. 
70. But here, again, there is.no trace in history of 
anything at that time except judgment on sin, and 
certainly there was ns personal coming of Christ. 

Then it is suggested that the coming of Christ is to 
be understood as meaning the diffusion of Christian- 
ity. But, once more, it should be pointed out that 
the coming mentioned in the New Testament is per- 
sonal, not spiritual; literal, not symbolical. 

Perhaps the most important and obvious proof of 
this personal coming of Christ is its analogy with 


7 








the First Coming, which was undoubtedly personal, 
and, the two are closely associated, with one used as 
an argument for the other (Acts 1:11). In the same 
way the doctrinal teaching of the First Coming for 
redemption is closely connected with the Second 
Coming for complete salvation (Heb. 9:24, 26, 28). 
So that, as at the First Advent a certain part of 
Old Testament prophecy was fulfilled, at the Second 
Advent New Testament prophecy is to be fulfilled. 


Il. The Lord’s Coming is Premillennial 


The word “millennium” is the Latin term for the 
period of a “thousand years,” mentioned in Revela- 
tion 20:7; and while it is, of course, true that this 
is the only passage where the actual duration is men- 
tioned, the proof of a period which may be described 
as “millenniaf” is altogether independent of this 
statement about its precise length. There are many 
passages descriptive of a period of universal: peace 
which, whether we call it millennial or not, demand 
an interpretation which points to a future ‘time of 
unmistakable blessing. Such passaggs as Psalm 72: 
7-11; Isaiah 2: 2-4; 11: 1-10; 65; 66, and many more 
to the same effect: indicate a period which millennia]- 
ism holds is to be associated with what in Revelation 
is described as a definite time of a “thousand years.” 


It is at this point that the fundamental difference: 
- occurs between Christians on the subject of the 


Lord’s coming. All agree that Christ is to rule the 
world, but there is a difference on one point, as to 
when this will take place. ; 

Those who consider that the coming will be after 
the millennium, called Postmillennialists, think that 
the world is gradually to- get better, that evil will 
thus be eliminated, ‘and ‘all this is to lead up*to 
Christ’s coming. 

Those who cannot accept this view and are called 
Premillennialists consider that Scripture gives no 
proof of the universal acceptance of the Gospel be- 
fore Christ comes, or of the gradual improvement of 
the world until everything is good. On the con- 
trary, there is much to show that the condition of the 
earth when the Lord comes will be one of awful 
wickedness, and that Satanic agencies will be in oper- 
ation right up to Christ’s appearance. A modern 
writer pointed out that our Lord nowhere pre- 
dicts a glorious future before the end of the age; 
and this view is supported by the state of the world 





Nativity 
By Bell Mona Menzies 


MARY, sweet Mary, 
Shall I envy thee 
Who sat with the dear 
Son of God on thy knee, 


Whose mother arms held 
In their tender embrace 
The Maker, Redeemer, and 

Lord of our race? 


The hands that have fashioned ' 
The palm and the pine 

Are lovingly, clingingly, 
Nestled in thine. 


Those feet at which Gabriel 
Falls on his face, 

Yet the poor trembling sinner’s 
Blest altar of grace. 


The hands and the feet, 

And the eyes and the heart, 
Are all in thine arms, 

And of thee are a part, 


Yet Mary, sweet Mary, 
I'll not envy thee, 

*Tho thou cradle fer years 
God’s dear Son on thy knee. 


For altho’ He was thine 

*Till he reached Calvary’s side, 
He was given to me 

On the cross where He died. 











to-day, for, while the Gospel is ever extending among 


the heathen, so-called Christian nations are exceed- 
ingly far from what the Christian ideal requires. 

Postmillennialism tends towards an erroneous 
view of human nature and pays too much regard to 
man’s power and ability to accomplish things. In 
1915 I heard the late Dr. B. Fay Mills speak of his 
experiences on the Pacific Coast. He ‘said that up 
to the time of the war he thought things were going 
on so well that the kingdom of God was almost at 
hand, but that the war had dashed all his- hopes to 
the ground and made him realize that “this is a lost 
world.” Another preacher has given expression. to 
the same view in saying: “My Postmillennial dreams 
of the age becoming- better and better seem to be 
awfully shattered by the corruption and worldliness 
of the church and by the downward plunge of- society 
and civil government.” A few months before the 
war broke--out,~ a- preacher, Speaking of the three 
Divine. judgments of -war, famine, and _ pestilence 
(Ezek. 5:12), remarked that through the modern 
wonderful strides in hygiene pestilence was almost, 
impossible, that the splendid* facilities of communica- 
tion between various, countries almost -entirely re- 
moved the likelihood:of famine, while as-to war, he 
read a letter: from.a German officer [of all people!] to 
show that ‘any conflict in the future was practically 
impossible. .It would be interesting to learn .what 
the preather thinks of his sermon to-day.. The 
truth: is. that modern civilization is. a superficial 
veneer and only tends to cover for a while the. éssen- 
tial depravity of human nature:...:... 

In harmony : with: all, this, it is clearly. taught. that 
the present dispensation is oneof.-election and , selec; 
tien (Acts 15:,14-16) and, is notiintended for uni- 
versal salvation. ,. Then,. too,.the rule of Christ, ac- 
cording to the New .Testament,, is to be direct and 
personal, not. indirect and spiritual, as_it is to-day. 
It is significant that Christ is. never described as 
King in the present dispensation, that .term never be- 
ing used.of him in relation to, his Church. In his 
earthly ministry he came: to be “King of the Jews,” 
and in the great future depicted in the Revelation 
he will be “King of kings.” But, meanwhile, in be- 
tween, he is the “Lord” or “Head” of his Church, 
and Hebrews significantly speaks of him as not yet 
on his. own throne, but seated at the “right hand of 
the Majesty on high” (Heb. 1;3; 8:1). 

Postmillennialism is also incorrect, because it robs 
the Christian. life of any true ideal.and power of the 
coming of Christ. For if the: millennium is to be 
reached by the gradual progress and improvement of 
the world, Christ’s coming must an event. of a 
very remote future, and this makes it absolutely im- 
possible for us to watch and wait (1 Cor. 1:7), an 
attitude which is so frequently emphasized in the 
New Testament as an essential feature of the Chris- 
tian life. 

For all these reasons it is, therefore, concluded 
that the New Testament teaching indicates Christ’s 
coming as before the millennium. By some writers 
this coming is regarded as marked by two stages: 
his coming for his people (1 Thess. 4), and his com- 
ing with his people. Others prefer to think of the 
coming as characterized by two phases rather than 
stages: the former indicating the joy of his com- 
ing for his people, and the latter expressing the 
judgment associated with the non-Christian world. 
But on the whole, while it does not perhaps matter 
much whether we favor stages or phases, it seems 
best and clearest to think of two separate, though 
connected, stages or periods of his coming. His 
coming “for” his people is often called the Rapture, 
because of their (the Church) being “caught up to 
meet, him in the air.” Then may follow a period 
between the first and second stages. The exact du- 
ration is not known, though some think that it will 
last for seven years, representing the seventieth 
week of Daniel. During this period the marriage 
supper of the Lamb will be celebrated (Rev. 19:9), 
with the reward of Christians for faithfulness since 
their conversion (Phil. 2:16). During this time, too, 
will take place “the great tribulation” (2 Thess. 1: 
4, 5; 2:8-12). This tribulation will be Jewish and is 
called “Jacob’s trouble” (Jer. 30:7), and '‘doés not 
refer to the Church, which will have already been 
“caught up to be with the Lord.” Then will follow 
our Lord’s coming with his people to judgment and 
to usher in the millennial period. This is seen to be 
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Lesson for January 6 
Genesis 12:1 to 25:10 


—- after the tribulation” (Matt. 24: 
29-31). 

The millennium. will then follow, with the judg- 
ment of the living Gentiles (Matt. 25: 31-46), who 
will be dealt with in regard to their treatment of our 
Lord’s brethren, the Jews (Matt. 25:40). During 
this time it would seem that Israel’s national salva- 
tion will take place, because the Jews will have been 
able for the first time to look on him whom they 
pierced (Rev. 1:7; Rom. 11: 26). 

The millennium will be followed by the end of all 
things, as recorded in Revelation 21 and 22, when 
“God will be all in all” (1 Cor. 15:28). 

This summary of the outstanding events is pur- 
posely and strictly limited to what may be called the 
“beaten track” of New Testament prophecy, and it 
is'important that for the purpose of thorough study 
we should avoid all unnecessary detail and concen- 
trate. attention on the main elements alone. Those 
who wish to give special consideration to this sub- 
ject can be confidently recommended to several books 
like “Jesus is Coming,” by W. E. Blackstone (Flem- 
ing H. Revell Company, New York, 75: cents, net) ; 
“The Lord’s Return,” by J. F. Silver. (Revell, $1.50, 
net); “The Return of the Lord Jesus,” by Torrey 
(Bible Institute of Los Angeles, 25 cents); “What 
Do the Prophets Say?” (The Sunday School Times 
Company, $1.25, postpaid). 

Ill. The Lord’s Coming is Practical 


It is sometimes. contended, but with manifest in- 
accuracy, that all consideration of Christ’s comin 
must necessarily be speculative and out of touch wit 
ordinary everyday life. But the very. opposite of 
this is true. The coming is associated with several 
of the most vital issues affecting Christian character 
and _ conduct. 

The resurrection of those who have passed away in 
Christ is always associated with the Lord’s comin 
(1 Thess. 4:14; 1 Cor. 15:54). The redemption o 
the living saints is also connected with this event, 
for not only will the dead be raised, but the living 
will be changed. It is sometimes forgotten that the 
Apostle has ‘two. classes in view when he ‘speaks of 
“this corruptible” (the dead) and “this mortal”. (the 
living) (1 Cor. 15:53). Those who willbe. on the 
earth when the Lord comes will be changed and will 
be like Christ, for they will see ‘him face to face 
(1 John 3:2). 

Then will naturally follow the reunion of both 
classes of saints in the presence of Christ, and this 
blessed thought is intended to inspire with real com- 
fort and-cheer those who sorrow and yet sorrow with 
hope_(1. Thess. 4: 13, 18). 7 

Another aspect of the Lord’s coming is associated 
with the reward of God’s people. for. their service 
since: the commencement of. their Christian life. 
While sin has already been judged and thereby 
dealt with, it is still essential fur the believer to re- 
ceive the reward of grace according to his works. 
This solemn and yet blessed thought is often found 
in the New Testament, and it emphasizes the call to 
faithfulness (1 Cor. 3:13; Phil. 1:6; 2:16). 

At this time, too, will be realized the unspeakable 
joy of meeting those whom we have: been permitted 
to lead to Christ. This cheered and encouraged the 
Apostle in the midst of persecution and suffering, 
for he’ knew that, notwithstanding every difficulty, 
the day would come when he and those whom he had 
led to Christ would rejoice in the presence of the 
Master (1 Thess. 2: 18-20). 


IV. The Lord’s Coming is Power-Giving 


In opposition to those who think that any contem- 
plationi of Christ’s coming is merely a matter of what 
may be called spiritual eden the New Testament 
shows beyond all quéstion its spiritual power for 
daily life. 

It is the inspiration of hope. When the apostle 
Paul speaks of “the Lord Jesus Christ, our hope” 
(1 Tim. i: 1), he shows that the object of Christian 
expectation is not death, but the Lord’s coming. 
“The sky, not the grave, is our goal.” It is impos- 
sible for any one who is spiritually healthy to look 
forward to physical death without a certain- fear 
and even dread, because death is invariably regarded 
in the New Testame t as “the last enemy” (1 Cor. 
15:28). But the coming of Christ is described as 
“that blessed hope,” and, as such, is intended to be 
the inspiration and joy of the Christian’s contempla- 
tion.of the future (Phil. 3: 10, 11, 20, 21). 

It is also the inspiration of Christian service. Not 
long ago the charge was made against Premillennial- 
ism of bringing a “blight upon the most aggressive 
and significant work of the kingdom of Christ in our 
own day.” It is marvelous that any one could make 
so sweeping and obviously erroneous a charge, be- 
cause thought at once goes out to Moody and others 
like him who have been cennected with some of the 
greatest evangelistic work of the last fifty years. 
Then, too, think of men like Spurgeon, Hudson Tay- 


‘lor, George Miller, Arthur T. Pierson; and very 


many more, whose work for world-wide missions is 
known everywhere. The lives of living exponents of 
Premillennialism testify to their remarkable interest 
and success in evangelistic and missionary work. 

It is also an incentive to courage. The Premillen- 
nialist is often charged with pessimism, but in reality 
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he is the only true optimist. This does not mean the 
cheap and easy optimism of ignoristg facts, but that 
spirit of courage which comes from looking even. the 
most dark problems in the face, and then rejoici 
to know that “the Lord God Omnipotent reigneth.” 
The awful conflict in Europe was no indication 
that Christianity had failed, but only that education 
and civilization have been engulfed in the spirit of 
militarism. There was a civilization long before 
Christianity, and in the same way civilization can 
exist to-day quite apart from the Gospel. If only 
men had tried regeneration instead of civilization, we 
should have seen the difference in corporate and na- 
tional life. Meanwhile, those who are influenced by 
the great truth of the Lord’s coming rejoice to know 
that, notwithstanding everything, as old Charles 
Simeon once said, “he must reign, he shall reign, he 
will reign.” And they are able to anticipate the day 
of Christ’s perfect victory, in the words of Frances 
Ridley Havergal, “Oh, the joy to see thee reigning, 
thee, my own beloved Lord. 

It is also, and not least of all, an incentive to holi- 
ness. In the light of the com’ g great day, the 
apostle John says that “every one that hath this hope 
set on him purifieth himself, even as he is pure” 
(1 John 3:3); and another apostle, referring to the 


* 793 


same great and glorious event, says, “seeing that ye 
look for these things, give diligence that ye may . 


‘found in peace, without spot and blameless in his 


sight” (2 Pet. 3:14). . Christ himself urged his ser- 
vants to do business till he himself should come 
(Luke :19: 13). And the apostle Paul, while point- 
ing out the appearing of Christ, urges us to “live 
soberly and righteously and godly in this present 
world,” as we contemplate the coming of our Master 
(Tit. 2:12). 

Four words are used, by the apostle Paul in con- 
nection with the coming of Christ. (1) We are to 
wait (1 Thess. 1:10), as we live our life day by day. 
(2) We are to watch (1 Thess. 5:10), keeping alive 
the flame of hope as well as exercising faith and 
love. (3) We are to expect (Rom. 8: 19, 23, Greek), 
eagerly anticipating the coming and looking out for 
the first indications of it. (4) We are to love (2 
Tim. 4:8), our heart’s afféctions being centered on 
his. “glorious appearing.” * 

Thus in occupation with Christ as a present Saviour 
and Lord and in constant expectation of him as our 
coming Master and King, we shall realize everything 
that God intends for us in connection with the teach- 
ing of the coming. “Christ in you the hope of glory.” 

PHILADELPHIA. 
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The Christian’s Care of His Body 


How to avoid weariness, 
worry, and overwork 











By Thomas A. Miller, M.D. 








Paul beseeches his brethren by the very mercies of God ‘‘ that ye present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, 


acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service’? (Rom. 12: /). 


An old Testament sacrifice had to be 


** without spot and blemish.’’ Should the living sacrifices of our wonderful’ bodies be less spotless? Are we 
keeping them so by taking proper care of them? This ‘article concludes the appeal of Dr. Miller, a consecrated 
Pittsburgh physician, for keeping the casement of the soul holy and acceptable to God. 


(Concluded from last week) 


XERCISE should not be violent or excessive for 
those weak nervously, since such exercise tem- 
porarily depresses the brain by the circulation in 
the blood of by-products of exercise, which are poi- 
sonous. Those with heart lesions also must be care- 
ful. Exercise is for the purpose of maintaining the 
muscles in reasonable health, because of their import- 


ant functions. This is especially important as regards. 


the heart muscle, which is such a vital factor in pneu- 
monia, and certain other acute infections, Further- 
more the health of the mind and body are equally .de- 
pendent upon the soundness and’ health of the heart. 
Exercise if taken wisely improves the circulation; but 
here as in eating and sleeping let moderation be the 
keynote. 

3. Insufficient rest is another mistake common to 
those in active life, and which contributes to nervous 
states. A symmetrical development of body, soul; and 
spirit necessarily calls for a division of one’s time 
into periods of work, rest, and recreation or play. li 
we are to have health, efficiency, serenity, we must 
alternate in requisite proportion, work and rest and 
play. 2 

There can be no question that people generally, 
especially in America, do not rest or relax enough. 
This applies truly to many active, useful Christian 
workers. It is not unusual to find Christians under- 
taking more than they have either time or strength 
adequately to perform. This is wajustifiable and 
wrong. Such is not God’s will, and his guidance has 
not been followed. 

Physical and nervous strength and precious time 
which should have been employed in rest and recrea- 
tion of both soul and body are thus dissipated irrevoc- 
ably in futile attempts to do what they had no call to 
do. We simply must take time to rest and play if we 


wish to be fruitful in every good work. We pay 


dearly for our ceaseless, feverish, nervous activity. 

The habit of quiet waiting in the presence of God 
in prayer and meditation is not only one of the most 
valuable employments of time any one can make, but 
no prescription could be given so useful in prevent- 
ing or relieving neurasthenic or psychasthenic states. 

They that wait upon the Lord shall renew their 
strength. It cannot be too emphatically insisted that 
we must have rest, adequate and regular. 

An individual .has normally a definite but unknown 
quantum of nerve force stored up in the cells of the 
central nervous system for reserve purposes. The 
current daily needs are ordinarily met by the elabor- 
ation on the part of the processes of metabolism of 
the food. If one habitually or for a protracted period 
expends more nerve energy than he generates, he ob- 
viously must draw upon his reserve, thereby tending 
to deplete it. This he can ill afford to do. When it 
happens he is headed for the rocks of nervous ex- 
haustion or debility. His resistance physically is at 
the same time lowered so that susceptibility to various 
infections is increased. 

Now part of our rest period must, of course, be de- 
voted to sleep. The sleep period should always if pos- 
sible be maintained. We save energy and store up 
energy in sleep. The laboratories of the body require 


rest and can obtain it as we sleep For the nervous 
person. sleep is an exceedingly important matter. 
Failure to obtain it sufficiently tends to lack of con- 
centration, indigestion, worry, irritability, impatience, 
depression, temper, fatigue, and various other manifes- 
tations of nerve weakness and instability. 

There should be a fixed hour for rétiring. Irregu- 
lat hours ténd td produce insomnia. After a while 
sleep. may desert those who are careless and irregular 
about it. Many nervous patients sleep poorly, which 
tends to aggravate their trouble still further. Indi- 
gestion, the state of the bowels, and mental pertur- 
bations such as worry, anxiety, Or excitement will 
tend to produce insomnia. 

If you have trouble in sleeping, after correcting 
so far as you can the known cause, it will be found 
helpful to relax your muscles in bed, and meditate on 
God’s Word, love, grace, nature and attributes, and 
to praise and give thanks. This will elevate and calm 
the soul, and tranquillize the mind. Tranquillity of 
miiid and muscular relaxation are great aids to sleep. 

Philippians 4:7 will repay study in this connection, 

Physically, a few light exercises or a walk in the 
fresh air with deep breathing before retiring, or a 
warm bath or glass of het milk, are helpful. 

If troubled with fatiguing or replusive dreams, com- 
mit the keeping of the mind during the unconscious 
period to Christ. The God of Peace can effectively 
garrison the heart and mind with songs of deliver- 
ance in the night watches. 

_ Avoid eating after the evening meal; avoid at that 
time, also, cerebral stimulants as coffee, tea, cocoa. 

Do not have the bed too warm, and have plenty of 
fresh air in the room. 

Rd is better to“omit any exciting or exacting work at 
night. 

_ One word further: Do not on your own responsibil- 
ity resort to the employment of sleep-inducing drugs. 

Finally, the witty couplet is true as well: 


“The best of all ways to lengthen your days, 
Is to steal a few hours from the night.” 


The rest period includes recreation as well as sleep. 
Have an avocation as well as a vocation. Choose one 
that will lead gyou out of doors, combining exercise 
and rest. Botany, geology, gardening, trees, birds, 
painting, walking, serve admirably as such, and allow 
of great opportunity for communion with God, so 
vital to the growing, healthy soul. 

The ability to rélax, to turn aside quickly into a 
congenial by-path in life’s day, is a great art and 
asset. But it. needs cultivating. 

Spend, if possible, a portion of this time in the com- 
pany of children or young adolescents. It will re- 
juvenate and exhilarate the mind, and lift your bur- 
den perchance to observe their abandonment and free- 
dom from care and anxiety. 

Energetically combat any insidious tendency to grow 
old -in thought, habits, or feelings. To forego all ex- 
ercise and play means mental and physical deteriora- 
tion, stagnation perhaps, and death. 

The Christian whose light shineth more and more 
unto the perfect day has no business growing senile and 
decrepit. He should retain a healthy, alert mind, eager 
for every opening vista as he walks with the Lord, 
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his constant companion, seeing: him in every surprise 
of the way. To drink of the life-giving water by the 
way is to have found the crystal fountain of perpetual 
To feed upon the Bread of Life is to have 

fe eternal incorporating itself with his weakness in 
dynamic power. The Christian's ideal vision, purpose, 
and motives should bring perennial freshness of feel- 
ing. Joy of soul is an unfailing source of physical 
and nervous strength, health, and happiness, 


4. Worry is another important factor. in premature 
functional breakdowns, probably the most potent of 
all. Worry is simply an unmitigated evil in any life, 
as unjustifiable as it is ineffectual. It appears to be 
very frequently found even in the lives of Christians, 
It is a devastating sin against both body and soul; and 
falls with remorseless force upon the delicate nervous 
structure of the brain and cord, 

Worry has been defined as “the disease of. the age.” 
Emotional states such as worry, anger, anxiety, impa- 
tience, restlessness, excitement are peculiarly injurious 
to the nervous system, including the sympathetic; but 
they also depress and enervate ail bodily functions, 
‘Worry is one of the chief predisposing causes of neu- 
rasthenia, as well as one of its most characteristic 
symptoms. . The’ chemistry of the. body is. largely 
carried: on through the ductless glandular. inftwence, 
working through the sympathetic nervous system..- 

Such emotions as those mentioned affect both, the 
secretions and excretions. The full brunt of emo- 
tions falls upon the delicate nervous centers of brain, 
medulla, and cord, The control. or: stability of these 
and the higher intellectual centers is weakened, giv- 
ing rise to many evidences of lack of self-control. on 
the part of the individual, such as indecision, doubts, 
depression, popr judgment, emotionalism, irritability, 
anger, lack of confidence, restlessness, hypersensitive- 
ness to sights and sounds. 

, Worry in the Christian is a sin of unbelief. One 
who worries is for the time and to the extent he 
worries out of touch with his Lord. He is not abid- 
ing, in Christ, for the fruit ofthe Spirit is love, joy, 
peace. Spiritually, the panacea for worry is to keep 
the eye fixed upon. Jesus Christ. Learn to cast the 
burden upon the Lord at your side and within your 
soul as well as at the Father's right hand. The Mas- 
ter allows perplexities and trials to come that in the 
midst of them his radiant grace may be seen of all to 
be sufficient. Thus every. valley of Baca may be made 
a well, as he sends forth springs into the yalleys. 

| Debt being a. fertile cause of, worry, Christians 
shquid keep clear of it, ; 

‘Parents ought, not to ‘worry about their childreti ; 
nér their own sins past, present, or future. 

“Important decisions requiring ‘to be made’ shoukl be 
slept over, and ‘taken to the ‘Throne for wisdom and 
Buidance. Having committed the matter to the‘ Lord, 
and made the decision, any fear of having made a’ mis- 
take should resolutely be put away in the strength of 
the Lord. ; 

There are said to be “two things ‘no one should 
worry about: first, the thing that can’t be helped; 
second, the thing that can.” 

“Worry is the one great shortener of life under 
civilization.” 

The eye fixed upon Christ means a heart free from 
carking care and full of exuberant joy. 

This leads me to urge upon readers the cultivation 
of joy as the most potent stimulant to the metabolic 
processes of the body and effectual preventive of 
worry. Joy is the most effective therapeutic agent 
we possess. Cultivate the habit on awakening in the 
morning of lifting the eye and heart to the Heavenly 
Father, in thanksgiving. Avoid criticism and fault- 
finding, so inimical to peace and joy. In the sunshine 
of the presence of our Lord joy flourishes most luxuri- 
antly. “Thou makest him glad with joy in thy pres- 
ence.” . “Be of good cheer: it is I: .be not afraid,” 
calls the voice of Christ. 

5. Excessive Activity. or Work.—There is observ- 
able in the lives of too many Christians a disposition 
to undertake too much; to be forever, so to speak, do- 
ing something. There is manifest a restless, feverish, 
undertaking of this and that project in the: Kingdom 
work, and in his name. But it is equally apparent that 
a great deal of such work is ineffective if not futile. 
We must learn. that we cannot individually do it all. 
We have neither the time, strength, nor call, The 
Lord will select for us our share of his work. 

It does not add to God’s glory when his child, by 
undertaking what God had not gtven him to do, over- 
taxes his strength and breaks down. It mea.> Satan 
has driven him beyond the will of God. A thing may 
be right and good in itself, and the Lord’s work, but 
that does not necessarily mean it is right or good 
for us to try to do it. Or it may be ours to do,. but 
not at the particular time we think. If any work 
undertaken for God gives rise to irritability, impa- 
tience with others, intolerance of opposition, undue 
fatigue, petulance, worry, depression, self-assertion, de- 
sire for praise, we have probably missed our guidance 
and lost step with our Lord. These are manifestations 
of nerve fatigue, — at least some of them are, —as well 
as symptoms of spiritual ill-health, They indicate 
friction in the work. Some of this wiieooital time 
and effort should have been devoted to rest of body 
and soul, when ‘the spent energies could have. been 
renewed. 
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It is hard to learn practically that what we are is 
more important than what we do. That is to say, 
the thing that eternally counts is what Christ is able 
to do in and through us. Not works, but fruit, is his 
plan. Bearing fruit in every good work. The Chris- 
tian works best who knows best how to rest and pay. 
Waiting upon the Lord renews the strength. uch 
run and do not weary; walk and never faint. When 
the Lord opens the door of service, strength adequate 
to the exigency will be available, to do it with ease 
and without friction or strain, Fruitful work is fric- 
tionless work. There is no friction nor stress nor 
strain in the growth. of the lily. Some such quietness 
and confidence s also be observable in the life of 
one abiding in Christ. 

Work, on the other hand, however right and neces- 
on. if not intended for us means sin against soul 
and body. And frequently, indeed, it leads to 
breakdown, and the dropping from effete hands of the 
tools of service. 

Cultivation. of the physical man, with replenishment 
and growth of the spiritual, demands rest and work 
and recreation, There must be this in the divinely 
appointed proportions, if a life is to have symmetry 
and power. And just as the spiritual reservoir is 
replenished and overflows by quiet retirement into the 
presence of the Lord, so our physical and nervous 
systems are recharged by rest and recreation. 

The middle- adult should have a medical ad- 
viser to whom he could report for periodic examina- 
tion and ,advice. Toxemias become increasingly fre- 
quent and disabling after forty or forty-five. Organic 
disease, as nephritis, arterio-sclerosis, certain forms 
of heart disease and other structural changes are ag- 
gravated by errors in diet and by defective assimila- 
tion from the intestinal canal of certain kinds. of food. 

It should be added that the care of the body must 
not be burdensome. We must not de unduly. intro- 
spective, 

It is a sad sight. in life when Christian men- and 
women, through disregard it may be of the laws of 
hygiene and health, break down in the prime of life. 
These breakdowns are almost always preventable. 
Rightly advised, few need ever. give way in nervous 
breakdown. Bishop Moule has this suggestive para- 
phrase of 1 Corinthians 6:,20, “You have been bought 

ear; you with all your physical faculties are. pur- 
chased property, bought so dear that it is all. import- 
ant to the Purchaser that He.-should have His pur- 
chase in full condition and fit:for full use.” 

BELLEvuE, Pa. : 
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‘The Critics and the Bible 
By Robert Dick Wilion; Ph.D., D.D: 


Professor of Semitic Languages and Old Testament 
Criticism in Princeton Theological Seminary 























The seventh ot a series of brief talks by Professor Wilson, 

whose mastery of twenty-six languages and’ of the origi- 

nal Old Testament texts give his writings an authority 
that cannot be ignored. : 


HE critics’ of the Bible make a mistake in. at- 

tempting to divorce the consideration of the Old 
Testament from that of the New. In this case, what 
God has joined together men cannot put asunder. 
“Vetus Testamentum in Novo potet, Novum Testa- 
mentum in Vetere latet.’ The God of the Old Testa- 
ment is the God of the New. The covenants, promises, 
the miracles, the redemption through the blood, the 
kingdom, the Messiah, the resurrection unto life, —all 
the great truths of the New Testament are fore- 
shadowed in the Old. 

Besides, to a Christian who admits that Jesus was 
the Christ, the Son of God, and that the apostles and 
evangelists were guidett by the Holy Spirit, the views 
of the Old Testament explained in the New must be 
looked upon as of primary importance. And as first 
class testimony for them. When the Lord Speaks, it 
is the servants’ duty to obey. Theirs is not to make 
reply. Theirs is not to reason why. Not that there 
are no reasons why; but because we may not know 
these reasons and cannot know them all. Canst thou 
understand the Almighty to perfection? Do you ad- 
mit, or do. you know enough — really now? —to deny 
that God hath spoken unto us by his Son by whom the 
worlds were made? 

To be sure, some critics do deny this. Do they not 
know that in denying to the Son of God a knowledge 
of the history of the world in Old Testament tiines, 
they are really claiming for themselves a greater 
knowledge of that history than the Lord himself pos- 
sessed? Jesus is reported as saying, “Before Abra- 
ham came into being, I am.” Can the critic say that? 
Or is he sure that he knows enough from documen- 
tary evidence to prove that Jesus was wrong in what 
he says about the Old Testament? If any one has 
this evidence, let him produce it. If he has not (and 
if he has, where is it?), let him keep quiet. For the 
great mass of the Scriptures stand like a Gibraltar 
against all the unfounded and unsupported attacks of 
mere human opinion. 


Princeton, N. J. 
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Twenty Answered Prayers for Keswick 
By Addison C. Raws 
BOUT a year ago, at the Twenty-fifth Anniver 


sary of the Keswick Co of Mercy, the 
workers at- Keswick prayed itely that God 


- would do even greater things during the year imme- 


diately ahead than they had yet known. Ali who are 
interested in Keswick will therefore rejoice that God 
has answered that prayer (and the prayers of hun- 
dreds of friends who have united) in a truly marvel- 
ous way; and will be glad to join in praising and 
thanking him for: 


First.—The many souls saved and lives transformed 
and hearts yielded. Possibly the most remarkable 
conversions were those of two Roman Catholic men. 
One of them, a doctor, later testified at one of the 
services that he had found real peace for the first time 
in his life. 4 uF 

A_young graduate of Princeton University, of good 
family, but whose life had been wrecked through strong 
drink, found Christ as his Saviour one night last win- 
ter while performing the simple duties about the 
house. He had tried twenty-three different cures for 
drink, but continued in defeat until he found the 
“Christ Cure’ at Keswick. : : 

Many -Christians have come to ize the all- 
sufficiency of the Lord Jesus Christ, and have yielded 
their lives to him as Lord at Keswick. In the prayer 
room during one of the conferences was a touchi 
scene. . The pastor. and fifteen or more members o 
one church were kneeling, pouring out their hearts 
to God, and dedicating their lives afresh to him for 
infilling and for service.**This prayer-meeting lasted 
until after two o’clock in the morning, and as a di- 
rect result -a. real -fevival began.in.theiy church. 


Second.—The largest. amount of _money. ever. .re- 


‘ceived in one year through direct gifts and pledges. 


The current expenses throughout the year-have been 
more abundantly met than during any other year of 
Keswick’s ‘history. “ Last’ spring, the ‘attention of one 
of God’s servants was dirécted to some of the things 
God is doing at Keswick, and he was led ‘td send a 
check for ‘a ‘thousand ‘dollars for ‘genefal ‘expenses. 
In addition, he ‘has “since*béen® shpplying ‘all’ the bacon 
Keswick could tse.” e ieee pel. 

Third.—The new fifty-four-room building (Victory 
Hall), helping to- make age cu the holding of- future 
Victorious Life: and ot large conferences. - That 
such’ conferences should ‘be held at Keswick was-long 
the prayer of Keswick’s founder. , Ay 

Fourth.—The purchase and installation of an_ejec- 
tric lighting plant sufficient to. furnish illumination. for 
all.the buildings and the grounds, thus eliminating the 
dangerous. and troublesome oil lamps. 

Fifth.—A new watter supply plant, including a-sixty- 
thousand gallon tank on a fifty foot tower. This gives 
six times the capacity of the former installation. 

Sixth.—A new motor truck,—the first that Kes- 
wick has owned, and greatly needed. 

Seventh.—Almost four thousand dollars 
toward the new auditorium. “f 

Eighth.—After several years of endeavor the pur- 
chase, at an unusually low price, of five acres of land 
adjoining the Keswick property, and essential to its 
development.as a conference center. 

Ninth.—A new gravel road from Whitings to Kes- 
wick, constructed by the township and county, which 
replaces the poor sandy road and enables motor cars 
to reach. Keswick without difficulty, -Prayer has been 
made for this road since Keswick was founded. 

Tenth.—The promise of the NewYork Telephone 
Company that the Bell Telephone Long Distance 
System will be extended from the nearest point, eight 
miles away, as soon as the work can be accomplished. 

Eleventh.—Fifty mattresses and yf beds which 
the Lord has added to the equipment this year. We 
are still trusting him speedily to supply the additional 
number-still needed. 

Twelfth.—_Two hundred and twelve yards of the 
best battleship linoleum which it was possible to pur- 
chase at about one-quarter of the original cost. 

Thirteenth.—Material sufficient to make nearly five 
hundred sheets, pillow cases, and towels; and the help 
of many friends in the making of them. 

Fourteenth.—A number of fine new biankets re- 
ceived from one of God's children last spring. 

Fifteenth.—A valuable helper who has dedicated her 
life and service to the Lord’s work at Keswick. 

Sixteenth:—The gracious answer of every prayer 
request made by the Ladies’ Auxiliary during the past 
year for necessary equipment at Keswick. 

Seventeenth.—An electric washer and an electric 
floor scrubber, donated by two friends. 

Eighteenth.—An excellent multigraph the purchase 
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Lesson for January 6 
Genesis 12:1 to 25:10 


of which was made possible at a much reduced price 
through one of Keswick’s friends. 

Nineteenth.—A three-year-old Guernsey cow given 
by a friend last spring. 

Twentieth.—The miraculous protection from the 
greatest peril of forest fire Keswick has ever known. 
The preservation of the grounds and buildings from 
such imminent danger of destruction was a seal of 
God’s approval of the work and the message which 
Keswick has stood for since its founding. 


And now will God’s children unite in going forward 
with Him, by prayer and giving, for the meeting of 
the further needs of Keswick which are immediately 
ahead? To equip this beautiful six-hundred-acre tract 
of land in the healthiest pine region of New Jersey as 
a conference center for next summer and all the year 
round, and as a rest home for missionaries and other 
Christian workers, requires about $28,000 as a mini- 
mum, in addition to what has been so generously given, 
this year by many friends of the work. This addi- 
tional amount of money will enable Keswick to accept 
the generous gift of materials from a nearby govern- 
ment building, worth $5,000 and offered by a friend, 
and to. provide auditorium, dining-room, and other 
housing and conference requirements, 


Will you, if God so leads, be one of 200° persons 
to give $10 each between now and the first: day of 
March; 1924? 


That means, for the first two months of the year, 
$5 a month, or about $1.25 a week, or about seventeen 
cents a day. Since this suggestion of $10 shares was 
announced, 84 persons have taken one or more such 
shares each, making a total of $942 in cash and pledges 
received. A money gift or pledge for whatever num- 
ber of $10 shares you believe God would have you 
take may be sent to B. F. Culp, Treasurer, 80 Staf- 
ford Building, 1114 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia. 


Keswick, N. J. 
ny 


Calendar of Conferences 


Philadelphia, January 21-26.—Seventh Winter Conference 
of the Victorious Life Testimony, Chambers-Wylie Me- 
morial Presbyterian Church, Broad Street. below Spruce 
Street. Speakers, Gordon Watt, W. H. Griffith Thomas, 
Csarles Ernest Scott, Mr. and Mrs. J. Harvey Borton, 
Charles G. Trumbull, and others. Further information may 
be had by writing the Victorious Life Testimony, 80 Staf- 


. ford Building, 1114 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia. 


Miami, Florida, January 30 to February 6.—Conference at 
First Presbyterian Church, afternoon and evening meet- 
ings daily, Bible studies and Victorious Life messages by 
W. H. Griffith Thomas and Charles G. Trumbull. This is 
the home church of the Hon. William Jennings Bryan, 
where he teaches his: great Tourist’s Bible Class attended 
by about 5,000. For further information address the pas- 
tor, W. O. Garrett, D.D., First Presbyterian Church, 
Miami, Fla. y 

Bradentown, Florida, February 1@-17.—Victorious Life 
Conference at the Presbyterian Church, conducted by 
Charles G. Trumbull. For further information address 
the Rev. Duncan Thomas, Bradentown, Fila. 

Crescent City, Florida, February 18-22.—Daily meetings 
of the Southfield. Bible Conference: (the ‘entire Conference 
runs from’ February 18 to March 7), with Bible studies and 
Victorious Life messages daily by Rollin T. Chafer and 
Charles G. Trumbull. For further information address. the 
Rev. Rollin T. Chafer, Crescent City, Fla. 


Dr. Griffith Thomas’ Engagements 

Miami, Florida, January 3@ to February 6.—Conference at 
First Presbyterian Church, afternoon. and evening meet- 
ings daily, as described above. For further information ad- 
dress the pastor, W. O. Garrett, D.D., First Presbyterian 
Church,, Miami, Fla. 








From a Layman’s Greek Testament 


By Ernest Gordon 




















Neither as being lords over God’s heritage (1 
Peter 5:3). 


HE sharpest argument against the Roman claims 

for Peter are to be found in Peter’s own words 
in Peter’s first epistle. He describes himself in this 
letter not as head, but as a mere sunpresbyteros (5: 
1), co-elder among other elders. He warns against 
playing the lord from above down, katakurieuwontes 
(the Roman “Curia” peeks out from this word) over 
the clergy, for the word clergy is derived from kleron 
(5:3). He puts the allotri-episkopos (4:15), the 
bishop who interferes in others’ parishes, who seeks 


‘universal dominion, in the class with murderers, 


thieves, and evil-doers almost as if he had foreseen the 
history of the papacy. He says that God ranges 
himself in opposition, antitassetai (5:'5), to the proud, 
and pride has been the especial characteristic of the 
see of Peter. He gives to Christ alone the title of 
Archipoimenos (5:4), the chief Shepherd, a title 
which the Roman bishops are fond of applying to 
themselves. 


New Hampton, N. H. 
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Girls’ Problems of To-day 
Discussed by Mother Ruth 




















Questions for answer, and other communications, 
may be addressed to Mother Ruth, The Sunday 
School Times, 1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia. No 
names or addresses or identity will be published in 
The Sunday School Times; and if questions are too 
personal for an answer in these columns, Mother 
Ruth will be glad to reply individually if possible, 
if return postage is enclosed. 


Dear Mother Ruth: I am a young lady and a teacher 
of a Sunday-school class of girls between the ages of 
twelve and fifteen. 

These girls have accepted Christ as their Saviour. Some 
of thém are fine Christian girls, while some are not true 
to their Saviour. .They were all convicted ef worldly 
pleasures when they were converted, and stopped indulg- 
ing in them, but now some of them have gone back to 
these things, and seem to have forgotten that they have 
Jesus in their hearts. 

I do not know just how to deal with these girls, and 
would like some advice from you. 

I have been helped a great deal by the answers you 
give others, and look forward to your column each week. 
—A SUNDAY-SCHOOL TEACHER. 


Y DEAR TEACHER, yours is a difficult prob- 

lem! I wonder sometimes where the mothers 
are, I wonder, too, if it is not making a great differ- 
ence in the world that the ministry is not preaching 
of judgment as it should. It is so hard to make an 
impression on the girls of the age to which you refer. 
They lack an interest in the things of God, and so 
many of them will turn a deaf ear to things per- 
taining to eternity. 

To me, as I re-read your letter, it seems you have 
a strong power in those who are holding fast. Can 
you get them to bind themselves in a band to pray 
the evil influence out of the lives of those who are 
drifting away? Realizing that “It is not by might 
nor by power, but wy my Spirit, saith the Lord of 
Hosts,” you cannot help.these girls to any real estab- 
lishing of their Christian characters but through 
prayer. Band. yourselves together, and let nothing 
take you from this purpose, to have them return to 
the Lord with a positiveness which will be so thor- 
om that nothing will shake them nor turn them 
aside. 

Do not be discouraged. Your Lord is the One who 
is caring for us in this fight against sin. No one else 
would be sufficient for these things, and God under- 
stands the warfare, so don’t Jet Satan discourage you, 
but be assured if you will hold on to your Lord you 

—will come out victorious. 

Don’t feel that you can get these girls back if you 
resort to all kinds of methods and persuasion. It 
must be done by God if it is to hold, theréfore de- 
pend solely on God, and teach the other girls to do 
the same, and you will find it will develop them more 
than anything else.. You are fortunate to have a 
class with some who are earnest Christians. I know 
classes in some schools at that age where none of the 
class are following the Lord. 

Take the Eighteenth Chapter of Matthew and the 

nineteenth verse, and rest on that. Hold the praying 
girls to it, and see what wonders God will work for 
yOu. 
. These girls of the "teen age are meeting terrible 
temptations in this age, and we must not fail in our 
patience and sympathy for them. . Love those girls 
back to the dear Lord, who feels it more keenly than 
you that they want to leave the ‘fold.-. Love them as 
your Lord loved the lost sheep, and follow them with 
the same love that he would have you have. .. Remem- 
ber your strongest -weapon is prayer;,and: through it 
you can win them back to your Saviour! . 

Gog help you to W successful in your persistency 
in prayer! : 





Dear Mother Ruth: I am a Christian girl and am active 
in church work. ‘I am trying to live the .right- kind of a 
life, but for some reason F lack the joy. and peace that I 
believe a Christian should have. I am troubled. with doubts 
and fears, and have not the strong faith that I should 
have. I am not just sure of myself.‘ I have prayed and 
prayed over this. I hope you will help me untangle my- 
self, as there is something wrong with me, and-I so want 
to find myself. I am so very self-conscious. ‘How can I 
overcome it? If you can only help me out, I will be so 
grateful—JOYLESS CHRISTIAN. 

M* DEAR GIRL, I wish I could get you to see 

how absolutely dear you are to the heart of 
your Saviour! Nothing that touches you tscapes 
him. I am glad you feel the trouble is with you, and 
not with your Lord. 

First, I want to ask you if you are real well; 
sometimes we blame ourselves for a condition —a 
flack of spirituality— when the trouble is with us 
physically. Remember this, “He knoweth our frame; 
he remembereth that we are dust.” Read Psalm 103, 
and take to your own heart verses 12, 13, and 14. 

Be sure you are in good health, so the evil one 
cannot use this to keep you out of victory. Also, 
cultivate a spirit of praise. “Laud and magnify His 
name!” Sing, even though you do not feel like. it, 
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sing! Do you know depression or doubts cannot live 
where we “sing unto the Lord,” and sing it good and 
strong! If you are where you cannot sing aloud, 
then keep up a strong anthem of praise in your heart. 
Choose songs with the name of Jesus in them and 
that tell of the blood that was shed for you, and you 
will find the evil one will not be able to stay any- 
where near you. 

I wonder how you pray? Do you pray regularly 
or spasmodically? Be sure you are faithful and con- 
stant in your talks with God, for he will not forsake 
you, if you de not forsake him! 

Read the Thirty-seventh Psalm, and bask in the rest 
that is offered you, and then turn to the Safety Chap- 
ter, the Ninety-first-Psalm, and “Abide under the shadow 
of the Almighty.” This is your privilege; accept it 
and revel in a God who is so abundantly able to meet 
your need. 


we 


“Confession Made Easy” 


This is another letter of our young friend, Paolo, the 
American-Italian, who is selling automobiles in Italy 
and at the same time losing no opportunity to speak a 
good word for the Lord Jesus Christ. It is written to his 
spiritual father, Dr. W. H. Morse, of Hartford, Conn. 


Gone of the priests here in Italy are having the 
great time over getting the confessions from those 
who are Roman Catholics, and have been in America, 
and are now returned to the old home. ‘ They say it 
is one of the problemata that is most vexating. Firstly 
place, there are so many who are hard to find at con- 
fession; and when they do come for it, they are un- 





satisfactory, or, as the priests call it, disadvantageous. 


I am speaking of those who are called the “good” Ro- 
man Catholics, understand. They who have nothing 
Protestantish in them. They just seem to think they 
must have it their own way, which is strange, and all 
because of America. They come, when they come at 
all, just like any others do. Then, instead of telling 
what they have done that is sinful, they go to work to 
tell what they have not done. Imagine it! It is what 
you who are children in the United States call “too 
funny for anything.” 

Here is the man, or maybe the woman, from Amer- 
ica, come to confession. Well, you know, and all 
know, that it is not an easy thing to confess. Is it? 
That is what I think. He or she wants to be par- 
doned fast enough, but he wants it done fast, and .got 
over with. So he begins, and goes right ahead, tell- 
ing what he has not done. He does not boast up, 
like the Pharisée in the parable, about things. Not he 
Like ds not he starts off by. saying, 


“I have not killed any one.” 
Then he goes on: 


“I have not worshiped idols. 

“T have not stolen anything. 

“I have not committed adultery. 

“I have not dishonored my parents. 

“I have not told lies. 

“IT have not gone with heretics. 

“T have not been proud, or envious, or angry. 
“T have not been drunken. 

“T have not taken God’s holy name in vain.” 


So he goes on, mentioning all sorts of other sins, 
and declaring that they are not his. He stops short 
of telling the good things he does do, and never men- 
tions a sin done, be it mortal or venial. Never a 
boasting that he is real good, but a declare against 
one sin after another. He is very open with the priest 
in telling so many things he has never done. He may, 
perhaps, confess some sin that he has committed, and 
confess it all rightly; but at same time he likes tell- 
ing more what he has not done in sin. “I am not as 
other men are!” is his upmost thought, and he wants 
the priest to know it. 

So he goes on, mentioning all sorts of others’ sins, 
with those from America. But they are going to 
straight it out, they say, those priests. They have 
now ‘a little black manual, size for the pocket, which 
is of this title, “Confession Made Easy,” which they 
let these people have. The odd thing is that it is made 
in America. It tells how to make confession, and 
make it easy. It tells firstly the advantage, and then 
it goes ahead to show up sin, taking each command- 
ment, déscribing the seven deadly sins, also describ- 
ing the commandments of the church; then telling 
the benefit of confession, and then showing how to do 
it with ease and pleasure. It is quite some manual, 
I assure you, for I have got me one just to see how 
it goes. No such trouble with those who stay at 
home, but bad in those who went emigrating. Now, 
may be, if that manual gets to be read, they will be 
brought about right. But I say I believe it is hard 
to confess, — that is, you know, I mean for Protestants 
as well. I have done it when I was not in love with 
my Jesus, but since I was in America, if I was still 
a Roman Catholic, it would go hard to do it. Besides, 
I think it is American to confess not what you do, but 
what you do not do. 


Hartrorp, Conn. 
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LESSON 1. JANUARY 6. A CHOSEN LEADER AND A CHOSEN LAND 


International Uniform Lesson.—Genesis 12:1 to 25 : 10 


Golden Text.—In thee shall all the families of the earth be blessed.—Genesis 12: 3 ' | 





An Outline of the Lesson 
By W. Irving Carroll, D.D. 


First 

SEPARATION! The great law oi “Spiritual bless- 
ing.” Here it is threefold: “Get thee out”; first, 
“Of thy country”; secondly, “And from thy kindred” ; 
thirdly, “And from thy father’s house.” 

Genesis 12:1, Separation from one’s country, from 
one’s race, from one’s relatives. 

2 Corinthians 6: 14-18, “Wherefore COME OUT 
from among them, and be ye SEPARATE.” 


Second 


But “Blessed” for what? TO BE a “blessing:” 
The Jew was CHOSEN “out of” the nations, that 
God, “through” the Jew, might bless the nations. 
Favored not for themselves primarily, but for 
OTHERS! 

Genesis 12:2, 3, “I will BLESS thee,” and “Thou 
shalt BE a blessing.” “And in thee shall all families 
of the earth be blessed.” 1 Corinthians 4:1, “Stew- 
ards” toward God; Romans 1:14, 15, “Debtors” 
toward men. 

Third 


Abraham, the first Jew, was given a_ sevenfold 
PROMISE. Only two parts are “conditional,” the 
other five parts are totally “unconditional.” And the 
two “conditional” parts relate to the conduct of 
“others” toward the Jew. 

Genesis 12:2, The two “conditional” parts are: 
First, “I will bless them that bless thee’; second, 
“And curse him that curseth thee.” The other five 
are wholly UNCONDITIONAL. Genesis 18: 17-19. 

John 6:47, “He that BELIEVETH”; conditional. 

John 10: 28, 29, “I give” and “They shall NEVER 
perish”; unconditional. 

Fourth 

The FOURTH thing is Abram’s halt at Haran. 

Genesis 11:31, “TO GO. into the land of Canaan.” 
“And they came unto Haran and dwelt THERE.” 
No altar! Haran is a little more than “half-way.” 
Half-way Christians! Genesis 12:1, 4, “Now the 
Lord HAD said,” so again (v. 5), “They went forth 
TO GO into the land of Canaan; and into the land 
of Canaan they CAME”; (v. 7), “An altar!” Com- 
munion restored! 

Fifth 

The “Chosen Land.” A specific, literal LAND! 

Genesis 12:7, “Unto thy seed will I give this land.” 
And that (Gen. 13: 14-16) “For ever.” 

Deuteronomy 28: 63, 64, “Plucked from off the land” 
now and “scattered,” yet they shall be regathered and 
(Jer. 23: 5-8) “dwelt in THEIR OWN land.” 

MARSHALL, TEX. 
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The Lesson - a Whole 


By the Rev. W. H. Griffith Thomas, D. D. 


I. The Book We Are Studying 


ENESIS is the record of various “beginnings” 

(1:1,°“beginning”). It covers about one-half 

of the history of the world. The two main 
points of the book are to show (1) the beginning of 
the world in general, from Adam to Abraham (prim- 
eval); (2) the covenant people from Abraham to Jo- 
seph (patriarchal). There are two divisions: $1) 
Chapters 1 to 11, a brief summary of the world’s 
story; (2) chapters 12 to 50, Abraham and his fam- 
ily in detail, four persons mainly. The literary struc- 
ture consists of an introduction and eleven sections 
with a special heading (as 2:4; 5:1). Genesis is 
a compilation of family documents from Adam to 
Jacob. The spiritual plan is that, after the Creation 
and Fall, there was a new start in Abraham (chaps. 
12 to 50). Dr. Campbell Morgan divides the book 
thus: Generation (chaps. 1, 2) ; Degeneration (chaps. 
3-11) ; Regeneration (chaps. 12-50). There is thus a 
definite unity, especially in connection with three of 
the four men who have affected the entire race: Adam, 
in whom humanity was born; Noah, in whom it was 
preserved; Abraham, in whom it was blessed. (Christ 
was the fourth, in whom mankind was redeemed.) 
The message in the book is “in the beginning God” 
(1:1), and all through this thought of God is seen 
in relation to such “beginnings” as Creation, Human- 
ity, Sin, Redemption, and so on. 


il. Characters in the Lesson 
Great care must be taken to avoid undue detail. 


: Psaim 23, 


Primecy Topic : Stery of a 
hsow Dlaterial : Genesis 12; 3-7. 
Memory Verse: By faith Abraham, when he was called, 
less Fm bey By 
umor : The Call Abraham. 
Lesson Material ; Genesis 12 : 1-7. 
Memory Verse: Hebr-ws 11 : 8. 
n and Senior Topic: Abraham the Pioneer. 
ee eee ee 








The portion of the text indicated by the International 
Lesson Committee for printing in the lesson helps is 
Genesis 12: 1-7; 18 : 17-19 


12:1 New Jehovah said unto Abram, Get thee out of 
thy country, and from thy kindred, and from thy father’s 
house, unto the land that I will show thee: 2 and I will 
make of thee a great nation, and I will bless thee, and 
make thy name great; and be thou a blessing: 3 and I 
will biess them that bless thee, and him that curseth thee 
will I curse: and in thee shall all the families of the earth 
be blessed. 4 So Abram went, as Jehovah had spoken unto 
him; and Lot went with him: and Abram was seventy and 
five years old when he departed out of Haran. 5 And 
Abram took Sarai his wife, and Lot his brother’s son, and 
all their substance that they had gathered, and the souls 
that they had gotten in Haran; and they went forth to 
go into the land of Canaan; and into the land of Canaan 
they came. 6 And Abram passed through the land unto 
the place of Shechem, unto the oak of Moreh. And 
the Canaanite was then in the land. 7 And Jehovah ap- 
peared unto Abram, and said, Unte thy seed will I give 
this land: and there builded he an altar unto Jehovah, who 
appeared unto him. 


18:17 And Jehovah said, Shall 1 hide from Abraham that 
which I do; 18 seeing that Abraham shall surely become 
a great and mighty nation, and all the nations of the earth 
shall be blessed in him? 19 For I have known him, to 
the end that ke may command his children and his house- 
hold after him, that they may keep the way of Jehovah, 
to do righteousness and justice; to the end that Jehovah 
may bring upon Abraham that which he hath spoken of 
him. 


1Or, terebinth 
American Revision copyright, 1901, by. Thomas Nelson & Sovs 








Abraham should be made*prominent and everything 
else to center around,“and be subordinate, to him. The 
main personages may be thus characterized: 

1. Abraham, God's revelation and the response of 
faith, Mr. Grah4m Scroggie divides his life into three 
main parts: (1) From the Call to Canaan (11: 10 to 
chap. 13; (2) From Canaan to the birth of Isaac 
(14:1 to 21:21); (3) From Isadc’s birth to Abra- 
ham’s death (22: 22 to 25: 18). 


2. Lot. The weakness of a life that depends solely — 


upon another instead of upon God. 

3. Sarah. A life that largely lacked spiritual sym- 
pathy with her husband’s position. 

4. Melchizedek. A survivor of the old line of true 
religion from Shem. 


Ili. The Historical Situation 


While the lesson begins with Abraham, it is im- 
portant to remember that .chapters r to 11 are also 
historical, being an introduction from Adam, through 
Noah and Shem, to Abraham. This is usually called 
primeval history, and may be marked as proceeding 
from the Creation to the Fall; from the Fall to the 
Floed, and from the Flood to the Dissersion at Babel. 
Chapter 11:10 marks a new departure, the story be- 
ing concentrated on one man as_God’s instrument of 
redemption. The story of AbraMam is true at every 
point to the history of the time. Archeology has en- 
abled us to fit the history of Israel into the. history 
of the western Asiatic world. The Babylonia of Abra- 
ham’s day was a country with a settled government 
and a high culture. While there were many agri- 
culturists and traders of great wealth, the real rulers 
were priests, whose influence on the king and the peo- 


ple was in some respects beneficial ‘and in others dis- « 
astrous. They encouraged civilization and yet tended. 


to reduce life to formalism. Outof these circum- 
stances Abraham was called by God. 


IV. Geography 

It is important to give attention ta the maps which 
are uswafiy found in our Bibles, and the two countries 
of Mesopotamia and Palestine will be easily seen. The 
route from the one to the other through Haran should 
be traced, and the various places in Palestine asso- 
ciated with Abraham should be carefully noted. 


V. Other Scriptures on the Lesson 


1. Abraham is mentioned very frequently in the Old 
Testament, his life having made a great impression. 
See Exodus 2: 24; 3:6; 1 Kings 18:36; 2 Chronicles 
20:7; Isaiah 41:8} 51:2. 

2. In the New Testament, he is also very evident. 
See Matthew 3:9; Luke 13:16; 16:22; John 8: 39, 


963 Acts 7; Romans 4; Galatians 3:14, 22-31; He- 
rews 11:8-19; James 2: 21-24, . 


VI. Expository Notes 

Chapter 12:1-7. Verse 1. The | roar of the land. 
Verse 2. The promise of a seed. Verse fi The prom- 
ise of world-wide blessing. Verse 4. The confidence 
of faith, taking God at his word. Verses 4-6.. The 
obedience of faith, Why Abraham s' at Haran 
is not known, though it is usually thought to have had 
something to do with his father Terah. But after his 
father’s death, he obeyed fully and promptly. Verse 
5. The influence of Abraham is seen in Lot being led 
to join his uncle. Verses 6, 7. Abraham soon con- 
fessed his faith when he arrived, This is the first vis- 
ible appearance of God. Hitherto, only the voice had 
been heard, but this was a manifestation of the Di- 
vine presence, perhaps in the form of the angel of the 
covenant (18:22). To this revelation Abraham at 
once responded by building an altar, a testimony both 
to God and to the Canaanites areund. 


Chapter 18:17-19. Verse 17. A striking soliloquy 
by God. Verse 18. The reasons for this revelation 
of the Divine purpose. Abraham is to be the means 
of blessing to all nations and his influence over pos- 
terity (v. 19) required that he should know of this 
Divine judgment in order to use it as a solemn lesson 
in days to come (Psa.-78:1-8). This influence with 
those under his charge and their obedience would in 
some way bring about the fulfilment of Cod’s word 
to Abraham himself (v.19, last clause). 


VII. Reference Literature 


For the history as a whole, the new issue of Blaikie’s 
History (Nelson and Sons, New York, $1.75); for 
commentaries on Genesis, Pulpit Commentary (Funk 
and Wagnalls, New York, 8 vols, $2.50 each; sold 
only in sets); Welton and Goodspeed, in the Amer- 
ican Baptist Commentary (American Baptist Publica- 
tion Society, Philadelphia, Genesis, 75 cts., cloth), and 
Devotional Commentary by Griffith Thomas (West- 
minster Press, Chicago, 3 vols, $1.50 a vol.). Much 
information. about Babylon. and. other surrounding 
countries will be found in “The New Biblical Guide,” 
by Urquhart, Volume 1 (Gospel Publishing House, 
New York, 8 vols., $7). Those who can obtain it di- 
rect from the author, 37 Cluny Gardens, Edinburgh, 
Scotland, will be well advised to get two books by 
the Rev. W. Graham Scroggie: “The Fascination of 
Old Testament Story,” and “Bible Story and Study.” 
These are admirable compendiums, clear and ifum- 
inating. 
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Questions for Teacher and Class 


IVE any verses which show the connection of 
Abraham with Adam. 

2. Why is so much space devoted to Abraham in 
Genesis ? 

3. Why was it necessary to make a fresh start with 
Abraham? 

4. Can you name and locate Abraham’s original 
home city and his new one in the Land of Prbmise? 

5. What is the present name of the city from which 
Abram came? : 

6. Have there been, and are there presently going 
on, archeological excavations on this site? 

7. What great city of the past was not very far 
away from this Ur of the Chaldees? 

8. Who was Abraham’s father? Who were his 
brothers? wives? sons? What was his nephew’s 
name? (Can you find a reason in Genesis 11:28 for 
Abraham’s special care of that nephew?) Give the 
names of his daughter-in-law, his grandsons, and of 
his most famous grandson. 

9. How old was Abraham when his first call came? 
How long did he have to wait the fulfilment of God’s 


_ promise? 


10, Where was Haran located? 

11. Is there any mention_of an altar at Haran? 

12. What is the significance of the words, “The 
Lord had said” (Gen. 12:1), and, “The Lord had 
spoken” (Gen. 12:4)? ; 

13. Where are the six repetitions of God’s promise 
to Abraham found? (Before the birth of Isaac.) 

14. Did Abraham’s children ever possess all the 
land God gave to their ancestor? 

15. Did God’s potential gift of territory to Abra- 
ham include his old home? Does God ever give back 
to us what we give him? Can we ever out-give God? 

16. What two servants (a man and a woman) had 


ve 


Lescen forJanuney 0° 
Genesis 12:1 to 29:10 


a part in the history of Abraham’s immediate family 


history? 

17. To what priest of the Most High God did 
Abraham make an offering? How much did he 
give? Where did this priest live? 

18. How old was Abraham when he died? Where 
was he buried? Who else was buried there, after- 
wards? 

19. What is the fundamental meaning of faith? 

20. On what occasions did Abraham’s faith fail? 

21. What great principle was shown by God in re-- 
lation to Abraham ? 

22, Does God speak directly to any one te-day? 

23. Mention some of the ways in which God speaks, 

24. Name some things which would prevent cne 
from hearing God’s “call” to duty or to some hard 
task, 

25. What daily practise, or practises, will best keep 
open the line of communication with God? 

26. Is it possible that one should take a step for- 


ward for God without being certain it is God’s will? 


27. Does God require us to do a thing, Or refrain 
from doing it, without clear and definite assurance 


‘that it is his will? 


28, Being assured that a certain step is in accord 
with God’s will, how far beyond that step should we 
require to see before taking it? 


Getting Started in Class 
By Howard A. Banks 


HEN Barnabas Shaw was forbidden to preach 

in Cape Town he bought a yoke of oxen, and, 
putting his goods into a wagon, he and his wife 
started toward the interior, not knowing whither they 
were going. So they journeyed day by day for three 
hundred miles. The twenty-seventh day, in camping 
for the night, they discovered a company of Hotten- 
tots stopping near them, They were astonished to 
learn from the leader of this band of heathen that 
they were on their way to Cape Town to find a mis- 
sionary! Had either party started half a day earlier 
or later they would not have met. God has been 
calling his children to go into unknown countries to 
execute his purposes there ever since the days of 
Abraham, and Barnabas Shaw was one of them. And 


« God is calling you are you asking him where? 


PHILADELPHIA. 
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The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


Feely of Oakmont.—So Abram went, as Jehovah 
had spoken unto him (12:4). This “wentness” upon 
the part of Abram differentiates him from the com- 
mon herd of the Land of Ur. He stands out like Lib- 
erty in the waters of New York Bay. Yes, and up- 
holding the torch of righteousness in a sin-darkened 
world. (How dark, read the history of the Lot fam- 
ily.) God wants to take out every man and enrich 
him just as he did Abram, But he can only do it on 
the same terms, to wit: ImpLicit oBepIENcE. The 
trouble with you may be that while God has spoken 
over and over to you, you have not “went” yet. Nor 
have you up te now had the slightest notion of “went- 
ing.” I'll prove it to you any time you say. Now? 
All right, here goes: We will suppose you are just a 
salesman, a “drummer,” if you please. About a mile 
and a half south of Ardmore, Pa., is a small suburban 
settlement of Philadelphia folks called Oakmont. They 
have a Union Church made up of thirteen different 
denominations. They call the beautiful stone church 
Grace Chapel. It seats about five hundred. I spoke 
there last Sunday night. It was full. Such singing! 
the choir leader is a love leader. - He wore the Gideon 
button. The “pastor” is also a Gideon. His name is 
James H. Feely. All week he sells trucks for the 
Autocar Company of Ardmore. He “runs” Grace 
Chapel on Sundays. When other salesmen are “rest- 
ing” or worse, Feely is about his Master’s business. 
Now listen: Last year Feely with oné hand _holding 
God’s hand and the other holding an autocar, sold 
no less than $1,000,000 (one million) worth of auto- 
car trucks. -And it was a mighty poor year for busi- 
ness, as you will remember. (I am writing in 1922.) 
How does he do it? Here is a sample. A concern 
in a Pennsylvania city were in the market for a big 
lot of trucks. Feely had seen them and “spoken his 

iece.” Sitting in his hotel the question was, “Shall 

go back? Or will I spill the beans if I do?” So 
he dropped his head and asked God about it. A voice 
said, “Go back.” And the going back enabled him 
to adjust sizes and prices and book the big order (Psa. 
37:23; 1 Peter 3: 12, 13). 

The Family Altar.—There builded he an altar unto 
Jehovah, who appeared unto him (v. 7). I think God 
likes builders, for Goodness is constructive. Sin is 
destructive. No one can read the Old Book for long 
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and not find out that the builder who puts up “an 
altar unto Jehovah” is the man after God's own heart 
and builder par excel — yea, even to the build- 
ing of an indestructible nation. Have you not noticed 
that every nation, no matter how great, how .glorious, 
how extensive, has come—and has gone? ut the 
nation that started with a built altar is still with us. 
So distinctly marked we pick them out with eyes shut. 
All things that are started by building an altar have 
a way of prospering. Those families that have he- 
come our “leading families” have every one been altar 
families at the start. The families that have run down 
and petered out have been families which in their 
rosperity “shook the old man’s religion.” In fam- 
ilies there come first, the Pioneers; second, the 
Builders; third, the Spenders, “the Blowers-in”; 
fourth, the Peters-out,. the “Has-Beens.” I tell all 
my Iron Rose boys who become newlyweds, “Start the 
little home with a family altar, and the Land of Ca- 
naan is yours.” Absolutely sure. God has said so 
(1 Sam. 2:30; Matt. 6:33): - 


A Challenge.—To do righteousness and justice; to 
the end that Jehovah may bring upon Abraham that 
which he hath spoken (18:19). “I get sick and tired 
of this everlastin’ preachin’ ‘Be good and you'll be 
happy,’” said the fellow who was taking a slam at 
things religious. I told him he ought to sit in the 
Iron Rose Bible Class or the Busy Men’s Corner, for 
I never preach “Be good and you will be happy,” 
because that is one of the things that goes without 
preaching, just as toasted corn flakes wait on good 
cream, and appetite follows a good golf game. (The 
train is passing St. David’s iinks.) I preach: “Be 
good and you will be prosperous.” That word pros- 
PERITY is one of ‘the broadest and highest words in the 
language. It means pro, according to; sperare, hope, 
or as the dictionary puts it “answering to hope” (Prov. 
10:28). Righteousness and justice combine to make 
you a good man just as oxygen and hydrogen: make 
our H 20 —and in the same proportion! Then God 
can bring upon the altar -builder “that which he has 
spoken.” “The Lord has spoken good concerning 
Israel,” as Moses said to Hobab when he was coaxing 
him to come along — as we coax you! (Num. 10: 29). 
I challenge any reader of this column to find a family 
that every day gathers about a family altar and tells 
God all about things and gets his guidance and coun- 
sel, that is not a happy, honored, and prosperous fam- 
ily, Now go to it, I dare you! And more, I challenge 
you to find a married couple who started the little 
home with a family altar and Kept iT uP that has not 
prospered and been a happy, successful family! Now 

0 to it, I dare you! When I find a family that has 
Coen wrecked by skidding into the family altar, I 
shall-shut my Bible forever, for it will be a book that 
is not so. 

COATESVILLE, Pa. 


Prophecy in This Lesson 
By Lewis Sperry Chafer 


HE Abrahamic Covenant presents a challenge to 

the nations of the earth. It declares: “I will bless 
them that bless thee, and curse him that curseth thee.” 
Fortunately, some nations, for various reasons, have 
exercised reasonable justice toward the Jew; but what 
nation has done this with an avowed recognition of 
Jehovah’s promise? 

Nations, like individuals, would do well to cone 
sider the five major promises given to Israel which 
are both absolute and endless in their character: (1) 
A land (Gen. 13:15); a nation (Jer. 31: 36) ; a throne 








Lesson Calendar 


The complete list of International Uniform Lessons tor 

the year may be had from The Sunday School Times 

Company, 1031 Wainut Street, Philadelphia, at 10 cents 
a copy, or $1 a dozen. 


1, January 6.—A Chosen Leader and a Chosen Land 
Genesis 12:1 to 25: 10 
2. January 13.—The Long Sojourn in Egypt. Genesis 37 to 50 
3. January 20.—Moses Called to Deliver Israel 
Exodus 1:1 to 12:36 
4. January 27.—Israel Saved at the Red Sea 
Exodus 12: 37 to 18 : 27 
s. February 3.—What Israel Learned at Sinai 
Exodus 19:1 to 4:8; Leviticus 19; Deuteronomy 
4 : 32-40 
6. February 10—The Failure at Kadesh 
Numbers 13:17 to 14:45; Deuteronomy 1 : 26-40 
7. February 17.—Joshua and the Conquest of Canaan 
Joshua 1 to 11, 23, and 24 
8. February 24.—The Period of the Judges. (May be 
used with Temperance Applications) ..Judges 2 to 16 
9. March 2—The Revival under Samuel ..1 Samuel 1 to 7 
10. March 9.—The Reign of Saul ........... 1 Samuel 8 to 15 
11. March 16.—The Reign of David 
1 Samuel 16 to 2 Samuel 24 
12. March 23.—The Reign of Solomon 
1 Kings 3 to 11; 2.Chronicles 1 
13. March 30.—Review: Abraham to Solomon 


* 797 


(2 Sam. -7:16; Psa. 89:36); a king (Jer. 33:21); 
and a kingdom (Dan. 7: 14). 

. Prediction concerning the land and the nation be- 
gan with the Abrahamic Covenant (Gen. 12: 1-3; 13: 
14-17; 15:1-7; 17: 1-8), while prediction concerning 
the throne, the king, and the kingdom began with the 
Davidic Covenant (2 Sam. 7: 8-17; Psa. oa; 90-9). 

It was prophesied that the nation would suffer three 
dispossessions of the land (Gen. 15: 13, 14, 16; Jer. 
25:11, 12; Deut. 28: 63-68; 30:1-3). That people 
are now in the third and last dispossession, being “‘scat- 
tered” among all the nations. 
_ Should divine chastisement be necessary, these prom- 
ises, though everlasting in scope, allow for a tem- 
porary dispossession of the land, a disorganized na- 
tion, a vacant throne, an absent king, and a disrupted 
kingdom. Such, again, is the present estate of “Israel. 

The precise territory which is assured to Israel by 
an onenene title far exceeds the boundaries of Pal- 
estine mn. 15:18; Joshua 1:4), and while human 
recognition of their divine title to the land may be de- 
layed, the titie itself cannot be broken by all the 
combined nations of. the earth. 

Datras, Tex. 


+ 
This Week’s Teaching Principle 


By Charles Calvert Ellis, B.D., Ph.D. 


Vice- President and.I rofessor of Education at Juniata College 





THe Law or Assoctation or Ipeas.—I/deas 
which are learned together tend to recur together. 











HE rehearsal of the life story of Abraham should 

put into the consciousness of the pupil, whether he 
be young or old, not only certain facts, but certain 
associations of truth which may have far-reaching im- 
plications in the life of the pupil himself. Abraham's 
relation to God is outstandingly associated with faith 
and obedience, instances of which can be readily given 
by the pupils who have studied his career. Better, 
let them discover these and other qualities from their 
study of his life. Again, let them uncover in the rec- 
ord, qualities to be associated with his relation. to 
others. The instances of cowardice may well be off- 
set by his courage, as, when at God’s command, he 
dared to go out not knowing whither, and when he 
undertook the expedition to rescue Lot, so that, fer- 
haps neither quality is significant enough to tie up to 
a strong association with his name. But certainly, 
with the fact of his generosity to Lot in mind, we 
can agree to associate unselfishness with the Father 
of the Faithful when we think of his relation to 
others, though we shall have to admit that in the 
grip of fear he clouded it a bit. 

Let us not overlook, however, the most important 
association teaching of the lesson when it offers us 
such a noteworthy glimpse of the faithfulness and 
the grace of God himself. The very call of 
Abraham, when man had so sadly failed even 
after the judgment of the flood, is an evidence of 
it. How faithful has. our God been in his effort to 
bring wayward man back to himself; how faithful 
in keeping his manyfold covenant with Abraham, and 
how marvelously in grace has he bestowed his: every 
blessing! The Father of the Faithful might fail, 
but the God of the faithful, never. This is a cheer- 
ing thought for our own day —a thought made more 
secure with the passing verifications of the centuries. 

HuntTINnGpon, Pa. 


* 
The Illustration Round-Table 


LL readers are invited to send illustrations for this 
department; one dollar is paid for each illustration 
accepted, and two dollars for the best one each week. 
But readers are urged not to send anything without first 
securing and reading carefully a leaflet explaining the 
conditions of this department. The full list a. lessons for 
the year, with this leaflet, will be sent for ten cents in 
stamps. Failure to note the conditions means that good 
illustrations are constantly having to be rejected by the 
editors, which might otherwise be available. 
Illustrations must reach The Sunday School Times three 
full months,in advance of the date of the lesson. 
Preference vill be given to illustrations on that portion 
of the lesson text indicated in the lesson list after the 
word “Print.” 
Illustrations on other verses than the Golden Text are 
apoceily desired, though some on the Golden Text are also 
n a 


Knocking Away the Props.—Now Jehovah said 
unto Abram, Get thee out of thy country, and from 
thy kindred, and from thy father’s house ... so 
Abram went. ... And Jehovah appeared uato Abram 
(12:1, 4; 7). “See, father,” said a small boy, who 
was walking with his father by the river, “they are 
knocking-away the props from under the bridge. What 
are they doing that for? Won't the bridge fall?” 
“They are knocking them away,” said the father, “that 
the timbers may rest more firmly upon the stone piers 
which are now finished.” God often takes away our 
earthly props that we may rest more firmly upon 
him.—From the War Cry. Sent by Annie Richard- 
son Kennedy, Elk Rapids, Mich. Prize illus- 
tration. 
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The Pathfinder.— So Abram departed 
(v. 4). Mr. Dan Crawiord tells us in 
“Thinking Black” that traveling in Cen- 
tral Africa is often difficult, because the 
trail is lost beneath the thick, matted tan- 
gle of grass thirteen feet high, which 
in the dawn is heavily covered with dew. 
It is the Negro custom to make the chil- 
dren squeeze through first. The “human 
brooms,” as they are called, have to run 
the first risk of being pounced upon by 
a hungry-hyena or lurking leopard; they 
also catch the deluge of dew on their 
naked, shivering bodies. So to the na- 
tive mind, an explorer like Livingstone 
is a “dew drier” or a “pathfinder.” The 
“dew-drier” is not “ministered unto,” 
but “ministers” to those who follow, and 
he has his reward in the Negro song: 
“Lead thou the way in the wet grass drear, 

Then, only thén, art thou pioneer; 

For Mr. First must get all the woes 

That Mr. Second may find repose.” 


—Krom the Sunday School Chronicle. 
Sent by the Rev. W. Haslam, Blackburn, 
Lancashire; Eng. 


His Safety Instrance.—And there he 
builded an altar unto Jehovah, and called 
upon the name of Jehovah (v. 8). On 
the front page of the Endeavor World 
for May 10, 1923, is the picture of an 
engineer about to mount the engine, and 
underneath this is what it says: “George 
Bemis, of Indianapolis, Ind., is here 
shown boarding his engine for his last 
run after fifty-three years’ service with 
the Big Four Railroad. In all that time 
he has not had a single accident. But 
then the quality of his service may ‘be 
judged from the fact that he never made 
a run without first kneelirig in the cab of 
his engine and praying that the Lord 
might help him to bring the passengers 
safely to their journey’s end. He was 
seventy years old when he retiréd with 
this unique record.”—Sent by Emma C. 
Fisk, Boonville, N. Y. 


The Roosevelt Boys.—TJiiat he may 
command his children ... after him, that 
they may keep the way of Jehovah (18: 
19). Shortly before Quentin Roosevelt 
paid the supreme sacrifice, one was com- 
mending him for his bravery, and the 
good work he was doing for the cause. 
Young Roosevelt replied: “It is up to-us 
boys to practise what’ father preaches?’ 
—From the Christian: Herald. Sent by 
the Rev. J. A. Clark, Elland, Yorks, Eng. 


Narrowness.— That they may keep the 
way of Jehovah, to do righteousness and 
justicé (v. 19). Is religion narrowing? 
Well, so is the gun barrel that keeps tlie 
projéctile in the rifling; so are the’ rail- 
way tracks that keep the express train 
from the ditch; so is the steering wheel 
that holds the car in the middle of the 
road; but they save from wreck and 
mean achievement.—From the Youth's 
Companion. Sent by W. J. Hart, D.D., 
Sandy Creek, N. Y. 


The Load Limit.—God did 
Abraham (22:1). Temptation is néver 
unbeatable. Have you ever noticed 
those trucks on the railway? You seé 
on ofie truck 5-3-0. What do the figures 
mean? They represent what is called 
the “load limit” of the truck. That truck 
can only carry five tons, three hundred 
weight, and it is dangerous to impose 
upon it any heavier weight. Every man 
has a “load limit,” and He who ‘permits 


prove 


the temptation will also regulate it. “God]’ 


is faithful, who will not suffer you to be 
tempted above that ye are able; but wilt 
with the temptation make also the way of 
escape, that ye may be able to endure it 
(1 Cor. 10: 13).—From J. Gregory Man- 
tle. Sent by Emma C. Fisk, Boonville, 


N.Y. 


From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our Father, 


thou hast chosen each one of us for a place 
in which the work and the worker have been 
selected by thee Oh, may we not come 
short in the obedience which is the key to 
doors that thou wouldst open for earnest and 
faithful service for each one of us. May 
we learn the glory and the obligation of sim- 


ple obedience to thee. Take away from our 
lives the bristling question marks that hin- 
der the quick and eager doing of plain duty. 





May we not be doubters, but doers in thy 
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blessed name. Show us, we pray thee, the 
way, and teach us to walk in it with joyful 
step, and trustful spirit. In thy dear name 
we pray, O Christ, Amen. 

After the Lesson.—“So Abram went 
as God had spoken to him.” Certainly. 
That is what Abram did. And becanse 
he would obey, and did obey, God could 
use him in a way in which he never used 
any other man. He could count upon 
Abraham's obedience, his faith, his will- 
ingness to go or to stay, when God said 
go or stay, and so he could use him. Can 
he count on you and me because of our 
willingness to obey? Can he rightly 
choose us as leaders of others in his 
work? Well, unless he can, we need not 
expect to share in the chosen privileges 
and, blessings, in this life that God has 
for his obedient servants. Leadership in 
His service means steady obedience to his 
orders. Is that your daily way of life? 
Let us pray. 





SO ABRAM WENT 
A CHOSEN’ | EADER 
DO I OBEY ? 











Lesson Hymns and Psalms 


“Awake, my soul, stretch é¢very nerve.” 
“My Jesus as Thou wilt.” 

“How gentle God’s commands.” 
“Lead, Kindly Light.” 

“How firm a foundation.” 

“The King of love my Shepherd is.” 
“Onward, Christian soldiers.” 

“Guide me, O Thou great Jehovah.” 


(Titles listed below, and numbers in par- 
entheses, refer to the headings and numpers 
of songs in the metrical psalm book set to 
music, including also sonte other parts of 
Scripture, “Bible Songs No. 4,” published by 
the United Presbyterian Board of Ptiblica- 
tion, Pittsburgh:) 

“He Leadeth Me” (48 : 1-3, 5). Psalm 23 : 1-6. 
“Thou Carest for Me” (187 : 1-3). 
Psalm: 73 : 23-28. 
“The Angél of the Lord” (76: 3, 4). 
Psalm 34 : 7-16. 
“Tell All the World” (192 : 1-3). 
Psalm: 96 : 1-4, 10-13. 


~ 
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perpetuate the weekly message. 
alogue sent on request. 


books 
A cat- 





For Teachers of Children 
By Mrs. Mary Foster Bryner 


ESSON Teracuinc.—God blesses 
those who obey him. 


Note.—Three times in nine months the 
story of Abraham has been the lesson 
topic. (See lessons for April 8 and Oc- 
tober 7, 1923.) Practically the same 
Scripture portion and memory verse were 
suggested. Prompt obedierice is greatly 
soled on the part of children as well 
as older people on many varied’ occasions. 
According to age and experience, pres- 
ent different angles of approach, show- 
ing the urgent need of obedience. 


Illustrations for Selection—In a town 
near a large city many children must 
cross some railroad tracks on their wa 
to school. Mothers and fathers teac 
even the youngest children that when the 
bell rings ‘aiid’ the gates go down--and 
the watchman steps _ out. holding _ his 
big sign— “Stop,” they must “Watch 
and wait”; they must “Stop! Look! Lis- 
ten”; they must obey the signals and 
not try to cross until the watchman 
beckons, or calls that it is safe. Then 
how fast some of them run! 

Do you understand any of the police- 
man’s signals when riding in the auto? 
Unlesggeverybody obeys, there is danger. 

Every good soldier must learn to give 
attention and obey promptiy. When a 
pilot or captain gives a signal, the en- 
gineer down below must obey, even 
though he cannot see what is happening. 
Every firetnan is expected to obey the 
alarm, even though it is dangerous. 

Junior ‘boys and ‘girls understand how 
important it is for every one to obey the 
rules of the game in -fodtball or baseball. 
The captain has-a right to tell the others 
what to do. 

God gives parents to children because 
they ought to know what is best for 
their children to do. That-is why the 
Bible teaches, “Children, obey your par- 
ents.” In school the -teachers have a 
right to expect ‘children’ to obey quickly 
and cheerfully. 

Have you thought what it means when 
we salute the -flag of our country and 
say: “I pledge allegiance to my flag”? 
It means, “I promise obedience to my 
country.” If everybody obeyed the laws 
there’ would be no néed for’ prisons and 
jails. 

This great world, which God has made; 
obeys his laws: sun, moon, and stars; 


The: Lesson Cartoon for This Week 








IF THEY TAKE THIS 























“And the scripture, foreseeing that God would justify the Gentiles by faith, 
preached the gospel beforehand unto Abraham, saying, In thee shall all the 
nations of the earth be blessed.”—Galatians 3: 8 


| than down would go my bob! 


‘| ings with you and me, fellows. 
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the day and night; the winds. and waves; 
seedtime and harvest. 

In the Bible may be found many kind 
laws which God has made for the people 
who live in this world. Every life that 
obeys God’s laws is a blessing to the 
world. 

Story Material—The Bible tells the 
story of a man named Abraham who 
lived many hundreds of years ago. Be- 
cause Abraham was ready to obey God’s 
call to leave his home and country, God 
rewarded his obedience by making his 
name great, by making him the’ founder 
‘of a great nation and a blessing to the 
whole world. People honor him to-day 
because, “By faith, Abraham, when he 
was-called, obeyed.” Tell the story from 
Genesis 12:1-9. Refer to that later 
-Abraham (Lincoln) who so often prayed 
that God. would show him what he should 
do. The nation honors his birthday eath 
year. 

Closing Prayer.— 

“Through the wéék- be with us 
In our work and play; 

Make us kind and loving, 
Help us to obey.” 


(Carols, Leyda Publishing Co., Wapelle, 
Iowa, 35 cts.) 
Pronia, It. 
‘ 
Say, Fellows— 


Wade C. Smith’s Boys’ Class 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 

Beginning: Fishing with Dad. 

Discussion: What is the best way to 
judge whether or not a thing is worth 
while? When ought a fellow to choose 
his life work? What is the best way to 
make the choice? Suppose a fellow 
wanted to “hear” God’s call, how should 
he listen for it? 

Objective: 
starting. 


Hearing, answering, -and 











AY, fellows, when I was a kid my 

greatest delight was to.go fishing with 
my father. Oh, yes, I had some fun fish- 
ing alone, or with the other’ fellows in 
the near-by’ creeks and ponds, but when 
Dad said: “Dig some bait and we'll -ge 
fishing” — Oh, boy! My Dad was a reat 
angler. He knew the big places, asd -it 
took us a half day or more to get:there, 
with a good horse and buggy. We ‘did 
a: lot of things together that I ‘would 
never think of doing alone. We carried# 
a tent and cooking outfit and provisions 
and bedding, for we usually stayed twe 
or three days. We hired a boat —asid 
we fished as men fish. 

But how: necessary he was through it 
all. He knew just where to tell me to 
place my line; he knew the seasons and 
the water, and he knew the fish. The 
best fishing I ever did was with my 
father. The most glorious fishing mem- 
ories I have are associated with him. 
“Suppose you pull up and drop your line 
right over there in the fork of that snag,” 


‘| he would quietly say, after I had vainly 


plied in other places; and no sooner done 
Then a 
few delicious moments of struggle, and 


4 over the side of the boat I would draw a 


red bellied bream with fins spread like 
fans, flapping and wheezing in its fight 
for liberty. 

In a way, it is a picture of God’s deal- 
He calts 
ug to some high act of faith. Usually it 
means to turn loose something we are 
hugging: to ourselves, and we can’t see 
just how that thing is coming out; it 
doesn’t look good a bit. It is full of un- 
comfortable possibilities and we recoil: 
And that’s our folly. 

God. had a place for Abram —a great 
big place. He didn’t tell Abram where, 
nor when, nor how he would arrive. . He 
simply said, “Start!” And Abram’s faith 
in God rose to the occasion. That proved 
him big enough for the place God had 
chosen for him, just Abram’s willingness 
to commit his way unto God and trust 
him to bring it to pass. Job said, at a 
time when everything seemed to be gone 
to the dogs, and his friends told him his 
case was hopeless: “He knoweth the way 
that I take; when he hath tried me, I 
shall come forth as gold” (Job 23:10), 





and if you want to look in on Job's 


s 
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Lesson for January 6 
Genesis 12:1 to 25:10 


golden jubilee, glance at chapter forty- 
two, twelfth to seventeenth verses. — 
When my Dad said “Let’s go fishing,” 
—right then I saw.in my mind’s eye—not 
a switch with a few little sun perch hang- 
ing stiffly on it brought home at the close 
of a hot day on the meadow branch, but 
a long string of flapping trout and bream 
from Big Creek. h, fellows, ask God 
to give you that faith in him which hears 
his call and enables you to seg across 
mountains of supposed impossibilities — 
away yonder where you will sooner or 
later, in his own good time, surely and 
safely and joyously plant your feet on the 
high tableland and say, “Thanks be unto 
God: who hath given me thé Victory! 
GreEenssoro, N. C. 


7 
Your Class of Girls 
By Mrs. S. H. Askew 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
a. A new look at a familiar figure. 
2. Finding Abraham in your own Bible. 


3. Abraham’s place in your own life 
with God. ; 











LONG, swift look at Hebrew _his- 
tory we are to give our girls! A 
adox? Yes, a six-months-long look, 

ut since the history covered two thous- 
and years it must be. taken in swift 
comprehensive sweeps even to be’ glimpsed 
in our twenty-six half hours! 3 
And the third study of Abraham in 
a year’s time? Surely our. girls must 
realize his key position in Bible study 
whether fromr the biogtaphical, the top- 
ical (missionary, last timé), or historical 


viewpoint. .This timé we are to see hist) 


Ta =) 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson. 
we By Wade C. Smith. . 
Author.of-“ The Little Jetts Telling Bible Stories” 
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as the initial figure in Hebrew history — 
the father of his people, the arg’ in 
starting a new race in a new land, both 
“chosen” of God. 

“Too familiar to be interesting to my 
girls?” Well, not if like one of mine, 
recently, who “guessed” that John . and 
Paul preceded him in history and looked 
for Canaan on the map of Africa! Nor 
could she tell in which book of the Bible 
his story is recorded, much less which 
chapters, and she never “imagined he had 
any family,” and God’s threefold,  six- 
times repeated promise to him was as new 
as her Latin | ar for the next day! 

How familiar indeed are your girls 





with their Bibles? Use them more this 
year; find and study Abraham there, lo- 
cate, by chapter and vers>, those six repe- 
titions of .God’s purpose in his life; enjoy 
the life-like stories of his great-hearted 
treatment of all around him, from Lot to 
Ishmael and Hagar; let the record of his 
unfaltering faith strengthen yours and 
your girls’, his courageous obedience guide 
them in “pioneering” with and for God. 
Home Study 
Read this week the whole story of 


Abraham, Genesis 11: 27 to 25: 10; about 
two chapters a day. 


Decatur, Ga. 








Lesson 14. January 6. 


And Phareoh said unto Joseph. 
discreet and wise as thou: thou shalt be over 








Lesson Calendar 


had The Sunday Times Co. 
1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, at 3 
cents a copy, or $2 a hundred. 
15. Jan. 13.—The Famine ........ +++-Gen, 43°45 


16. Jan 20.—Joseph ‘the Ruler ++0e-Gen. 46-50 
Fourth Period—Moses to Joshua 





17. Jan 27.—Isracl’s Bondage ..... Exodus 1-4 
18, Feb..3.—The Nine Plagues .... Exodus 5-10 
19. Feb., 10.—The Passover ...... Exodus. 11-13 
20..Feb. 17.—God’s Divine Provision, of 
Bread and Water ....... oe+.Exodus 14-19 
at. Feb. 24.—The Giving of the Law. Exodus 20 
22. Mar. 2.—The Tabernacle ..... Exodus 25-27 
a3. Mar. 9.—The Priesthood and Offer: 
Oe EME ccvotecétuxocesiieescksbisecwed Exodus 28 
24. Mar; 16.—The Five: Offerings «.... Lev: 1-7 
-95. ‘Mar. 23.—The Day: of Atonement :. Lev. | 16 


'h flow ‘to Master This Lesson 


By Frank W. Lange 


Téacher of Church and Bible History in the 
- Philadeiphia School of the Bible 


Introduction 


HE key-to what Genesis teaches is 

its first verse—a statement of eter- 
nity. The first word (“In the beginning” ) 
was formerly, and:.rightly,-:the. book’s 
name. For Genesis (1) gave men 4a true 
knowledge of “beginnings” in-relation to 
‘a primal revelation (Gen, 3: 15) of God's 
purposes; .(2) it was given to chosen 
(Rom, 3:2; 9%'4; 5) ctistodians, (3) by 
means of selections from twenty-three 
centuries of human history; (4) which 
is an inspired, infallible, and unique’ rec- 
ord, resembling a woven fabric. where 
God and his acts are the warp,;-and man 
and his acts the woof. 

The divine analysis of Genesis is. in- 
dicated by a phrase of time — “these are 
the generations -of.” 
used as to divide Genesis into several dis- 
tinct, though related, narratives ; the two 
first being divine, and the rest human; 
the first moving from darkness to light 
as do God’s “evening-mornings,” and the 
nine from light: to darkness, as'do the 
affairs (Eccl. 7: 29) and the days of man. 
The first narrative ends with Genesis 2: 
3; the second with Genesis. 4:26; the 
others are thus. easily located. “Gener- 
ations,” the chief word of this phrase, 
means “to bring forth,” ¢. ¢., the things 
brought forth to one. As “Genesis” 
means “sources” or “origins,” its mean- 
ing is almost identical with that of the 
word “generations,” 

Historical Setting y 

Thirteen years had passed sincé Joseph 
came into Egypt (compare 37:2; 41:45), 
and eight or more years were to pass 
before his brothers would come to buy 
corn (42:1, 2). Famines are sent by 
God in’ many, if not all, cases; he has, 
does, and will use them for his purposes 
(Deut. 28 : 23, 24; 2 Sam. 24: 13; 1 Kings 
17:1; Zech. 14:17; Matt. 24:7, 8). An 
inscription on a rock in Egypt tells of a 





seven-year famine before the time of 


The Whole Bible Lesson Course 


Issued by the Christian Fundamentals Association 
Pharach’s Dream. Genesis 41, 42 

» Forasmuch as God hath showed thee all this, there is none so 
all my people be ruled: only in the throne » a ee ee 








This phrase is so’ 








house. and according unto thy word shall 
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Joseph, and Arab historians give the ter- 
rible details of another seven-year famine 
in Egypt ir. the eleventh century A, D. 


Geography 

The sources of the Nile are in the 
heart of Africa, in a land of abundant 
periodical rains. For the last eighteen 
hundred miles of its course, a distance 
more than two-thirds the entire length 
of the Mississippi River, the Nile flows 
through a rainless region without receiv- 
ing a single tributary. The torrential 
rains of the African highlands produce 
an overflow of the Nile in Egypt which 
lasts from the latter part of August into 
November. The receding waters leave a 
rich brown slime. on the inundated parts. 
Planting immediately follows, the over- 
flow. Slight rainfall at the sources. re- 
sults in a meager -water supply, no over- 
flow, and therefore droyght in the nar- 
row valley..which is Egypt. 


How to Study this Lesson 


An. interval of more than seven years 
lies between the chief incidents of the 
two chapters which constitute the les- 
son. Chapter 41 may be called “Joseph 
and Pharaolf;” and the next chapter “Jo- 
seph and his Brothers.” Besides their 
principal characters, many others fill 
minor parts: the chief butler, Joseph’s 
wife, Jacob,'and others. Read each chap- 
ter, by itself, again and again, until its 
principal and minor items stand out clear 
and strong. Seek to imagine the cir- 
cumstances and surroundings. Try to en- 
ter into the feelings of the principal 
actors. 


From the several statements of Pha- 
raoh’s dream pick-out:and tabulate all 
the features. Where did the “kine” come 
from? Rotherham translates, “they fed 
among the rushes” (vs. 2, 18), and 
“swallow up” instead of “devoured” (vs. 
7, 24). What was the purpose of the 
dreams? (vs, 1, 25, 28, 32.) What fur- 
ther purpose did God have? (Psa. 105: 
16-23.) How. widespread was the 
famine? (vs. 54, 56.) Was the famine 
from natural or supernatural causes? 

Who tried to interpret the dreams and 
failed? (v. 8.) Why was Joseph called? 
(vs. 9-13; 40: 1-23.) To what did he 
trace his ability to interpret the dream? 
(v. 16.) What advice did he offer? (ws: 
33-36.) Where did his wisdom come 
from? To what position was he raised? 
(vs. 40, 43, 44; Psa. 105: 21, 22.) How 
did he bear his honors? Why did not 
honors spoil him as ‘troubles had not? 
(James 1:.9-12.) Write an analysis of 
Joseph’s character. 

How did Joseph treat his brothers, 
and why? (42:7, 9, 17, 18, 24, 25.) What 
was the effect of this treatment, and 
why? (vs. 10, I1, 21, 22, 28.) Why. did 
he‘ select Simeon as hostage? (v, 24; 29: 
333. 34: 25; 49: 5-7.) 

What was the effect upon Jacob of the 
report of his sons? (v. 36.) Really, were 
“all these things against” him? (v. 36; 
48:15, 16.) Did you ever think Jacob’s 
thought about yourself? (Rom. . 8: 28- 
30.) 

Joseph as a type of Christ: Raised 





| 
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from a dungeon (pit) to a throne (Phil. 
2:9, 10); a Gentile bride before he was 
accepted by his brethren (Acts 15: 14- 
16; Eph. 5: 29-32); seeking repentance 
for his brethren that he may do them 
good (Zech, 12: 9-14; 13:1, 9). Search 
for others, 

Key verses of the lesson are 41: 30, 
40, because (1) of what God had been 
preparing Joseph for; (2) it was neces- 
sary for ’3 purpose in saving life; 
(3) also, that the Abrahamic promises 
be fulfilled; (4) also that Christ be set 
forth in type. 


Other Scriptures 

Compare Daniel 2: 1-28 and note the 
striking similarity between Joseph as an 
interpreter of dreams, and Daniel in the 
same position. God’s chosen servants 
are very much alike’ in confidence and 
modesty, 


Reference Literature 


“Notes on Genesis,” by C. H. M. 
(Loizeaux Bros., New York,. $1); 
“Christian Worker’s Commentary,” by 
James M. Gray,D.D. (Fleming H. Revell 
Co., New York, $3); articles on Pha- 
raoh, Egypt, Nile, Famine, Joseph, in 
“A Dictionary of the Bible,” by John D. 
Davis, D.D. (Westminster Press, Phila- 
delphia,. $4). 


PHILADELPHIA. 
mw 
For Teachers of Children 
By Kate Tarlton 


N PALACE or prison, wherever Jo- 

seph might be, he led such a perfect 
life that people knew God was with him. 
He did not understand why he should be 
in prison when he had done no wrong; it 
was a cold cruel life for him there in 
the dark stone building, separated from 
his family and friends. But he kept 
praying, and trusting God, The «keeper 
of the priscn put him in charge of all 
the prisoners, ‘and -he stayed,. cheerful and 
faithful: ‘God was getting Joseph ready 
‘for spécial work for ‘himself. 

Give in brief, the dredms of the butler 
and baker. Show’ how Joseph received 
the explanation ‘from God, and tell how 
the dreams came true. Mention the re- 
quest Joseph made in verse 14. 

The chief butler forgot all about Jo- 
seph for. two long years, until, one night 
King Phataoh had a dréam.. Then he 
told Pharaoh about Joseph. The king 
sent a messerger to the prison in a great 
hurry to bring Joseph to the palace. 
Make a striking contrast between Jo- 
seph, barefooted and unshaven in the dark 
prison —then shaven and with new rai- 
ment standing before the king. 

Joseph never for a moment forgot. his 
Lord. “It is not in me: God will give 
Pharaoh an answer of peace.” He quickly 
told the king that only from God could 
he give the explanation of his dream. 

Give the dreams and their meanings, 
and tell how Joseph advised Pharaoh. 
Emphasize Joseph’s dependence upon 


Even Pharaoh saw the Spirit of God 
in the life of Joseph, and quickly made 
him governor over all the land of Egypt. 
What three things did Pharaoh put on 
Joseph? In what did he ride? How 
did his dream in Genesis 37:7 come 
true? . 

Now do you see what God had in 
mind for Joseph when he allowed him to 
be sold as a slave into Eeypt? 

God was preparing him to be governor 
over all Egypt and to save the lives of 
millions of people, even his own father 
and brothers as well. 

As a governor, Joseph was as faithful 
to God as he was when a slave. 

He was the second greatest man in 
the kingdom; he had a palace all to him- 
self, woré beautiful clothes, had a lovely 
wife, and. two little sons. 

Joseph praised God each day for his 
many blessings and served him faithfully. 

(Read the Scriptures carefully and 
quote verse after verse in your story.) 


Memory Verses 
Beginners and Primary: Genesis 41:41. 
Junior: Genesis 41: 38. 
Fort Wortu, TEx. 
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People Don’t Really Know 








what unthinkable things are happening to-day within the 
professing Christian Church, among both ministers . and 
laymen. 


For example, two Presbyterian elders wefe recently 
talking together. One of them had read a startling article 
about the false teachings in a certain theological seminary. 
He asked the other what seminary was referred to, and a 
well-known Baptist institution was named. 


“Well,” said the first, “I am so glad to know it was 
rot a Presbyterian seminary. How in the world do these 
fellows get so far off?” 


But his friend had to point out to him that the Pres- 
byterians “have nothing on” the Baptists, for there are 
just as tragically unsound teachings in Presbyterian institu- 
tions, and in Methodist, and in Episcopalian, as in that 
Baptist seminary. It is not a question of denominations 
at all, but a poison that has entered into the whole pro- 
fessing church. 

Do you know what is really going on? Are you as 
well informed as you should be, so that you can meet these 
dangers yourself and safeguard others against them? 


William Jennings Bryan 
Will Tell You About Them 


The Sunday School Times has asked Mr. Bryan, 
who has been raised up in such a conspicuous way as 
an affointed champion of the faith, to tell the Christian 
public through these columns something of what is going 
on throughout the Church to-day. Better still, Mr. Bryan 
will give the antidote, the only antidote, in seven clearly 














Faith. His’seven, great messages will take up, respectively, 


Inspiration of the Bible The Blood Atonement 


The Deity of Christ Resurrection of the Body 
The Virgin Birth The Miracles 
The Origin of Man 


There is perhaps no man in America whose testimony 
on these subjects will be so widely read and, by many, so 
eagerly welcomed as Mr. Bryan’s. 


Have you friends who are puzzled over these mat- 
ters? Do you wish they could read Mr. Bryan’s articles? 
Will you help The Sunday School Times in its efforts to 
stem the tide of Modernism by seeing that they have a 
chance to read them? The series will appear early in 
1924, and a “ Get-Acquainted” trial subscription of ten 
weeks, covering the entire series, will be sent for twenty- 
five cents. Why not invest in half a dozen or more such 
subscriptions, to spread the truth? Just be sure to say, 
when sending your order, that you wish it to cover the 
Bryan Series. 


And you may have, free of charge, as many specimen 
copies as you wish of recent issues of the Times which gave a 
full-page announcement of this series and a strikingly fine 
portrait of Mr. Bryan, if you would like to distribute them 
to others; just drop a line, saying how many you wish 
and mentioning the “ Bryan Announcement,” to 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES COMPANY 
1031 WALNUT STREET, PHILADELPHIA 





stated presentations of the truth concerning Essentials of the . 
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With the New Books 





+ im Christ or in Adam (By I. R: Dean). 
A valuable treatment of Romans 5: 12 to 
8:39, which is undoubtedly far too” often 
neglected by those who desire to know 
what has been well called “The Gospel 
According to St. Paul,” a Gospel which 
is as much for the saint as for the sin- 
ner. Mr. Dean discusses the believer’s 
position, privileges, and victory, and those 
who study these subjects under his guid- 
ance will fird abundant “light and lead- 
ing.” (The Book Stall, New York, 25 
cts.) 


In the Light of Faith (By John A. W. 
Haas ).—President Haas, of Muhlenberg 
College, has collected here thirty ad- 
. dresses, some of them baccalaureate ser- 
mons, and some of them short addresses 
on'important educational problems. They 
possess a scholarly restraint and. quiet 
thoughtfulness which refresh readers 

rown accustomed to the flash of Amer- 
ican thought, and they maintain a dis- 
tinctively Christian approach to modern 
religious and philosophical problems with 
dignity .and. ability. (United Lutheran 
gene House, Philadelphia, $1.75, 
net. ; 


- Crusading in the West Indies (By 
W. F. Jordan). God is still using men 
to witness unto him-and to scatter broad- 
cast his .Word,. ‘This -aecotint is almost 
as interesting to: Christian people as the 
Book. of. the Acts. «*The -book : describes 
the author’s trip.to this group of beauti- 
ful islands, his tecéption, the response of 
the people in. buying Gospels: Bibles, and 
the like, and. also -many ‘things. of: inter- 
est’ concerning the customs. of. the people, 
their government, progress, and indus- 
triés: He describes very clearly the pres- 
ent need in each of the Islands,: especially 
Haiti. “Mr. Jordan’s capable pen m kes 
the picture of. these islanders, bound by 


|; Witchcraft, as sttong as“any in the heart 
"| of Africa, very appealing, {Fleming H. 


Revell Co., New York, $1.75.) 


In the Vanguard of a Race (By L. H. 
Hainimond).—Asg one: looks -back’-on’ the 
history of the oppressed Negro “people, 
one. realizes ‘that “Only the transforming 
powér of Jesus Christ could bring forth 
such gems as are here described. from 
Any 
one wishing ‘to: take up. a detailed’ study 
of the-colored race, will find this a very 
good introduction to it, giving him: a 
glimpse ‘of the background, hardshi's, 
steadfastness, and far-reaching influence 
of these people, who are representative 
of the great mass of young people need- 
ing the help of. Christian men and wo- 
men to point them to the same Saviour. 
God has a wonderful purpose to work out 
through this race, part of it to be done 
here, part to. be done in the great con- 
tinent of Africa, and every Christian wi!l 
find his; desire and purpose to help deep- 
ened by reading this book. (Missionary 
Education Movement, New York City, 
cloth, 75 cents; paper, 50 cents.) 


4 
The Christ of Modernism 


This article reviews “Jesus of Nasz- 

areth: A Biography,’ by George A. 

Barton (The Macmillan Co., New 
York, $2). 


NEW Life of Jesus Christ is a fresh 
testimony to our Lord’s perennial in- 
fluence. But in such a work everything 
depends on the standpoint of the writer. 
In his preface, Dr;«Barton gives a list 
of five standpoints on,the Life of Christ, 
and states the one from which his book 
is written. He is evidently opposed to 
the view that regards “all the Gospels as 
equally valuable sources of information,” 
and speaks of this method as having pro- 
duced “the type 6f devotional biography 
of Jesus which has become conventional 
| within the last century.” He prefers 
that which comes from what he calls the 

| historical school, which seeks to -use 
knowledge derived from modern study 
and historical research with special ref- 
| etence to “greater weight being given to 
; earlier documents,”» On this account he 





i draws a deep distinction between the Syn-; 





optists and John, holding that the latter, 
though based on a genuine tradition of 
the words of Jesus, is not historically 
trustworthy. 

The result is evident all through the 
book. As to the birth of Christ, it is 
admitted that Matthew and Luke in their 
present text tell us that not Joseph but 
the Holy ‘Spirit was the father of jesus, 
though curiously it is added that “a small, 
but possibly an increasing number think 
that Joseph was the earthly father and 
that the narratives which state the op- 
posite are not, when understood, incon- 
sistent with this view” (p. 68). The 
stories of the angelic choir and the Magi 
are regarded as imaginative. The flight 
into Egypt is said to be inconsistent with 
Luke’s narrative, and the temptation is 
discussed without any reference to the 
devil, the suggestions being “flashed into 
the mind” of Christ. 

The attitude of Dr. Barton to miracles 
is also significant. At almost. every 
point, an effort is made to minimize and 
even to reduce to the limits of the natural 
what our Gospels clearly regard as super- 
natural and miraculous. Thus, the three 
accounts of our Lord raising the dead, 
the widow of Nain’s son, Jairus’ daugh- 
ter, and Lazarus, are said.to be cases of 
coma, the Jewish people and the evan- 
gelists being mistaken in’ considering 
these to be instances of death. Lazarus 
is. said to have been four days in this 
comatose condition, “which was mistaken 
by his sisters and their friends for death.” 
There is one point which is perfectly as- 
tonishing. Dr. Barton, in support of his 
contention, says, “Jesus himself tells us 
that it was only a sleep,” and yet he ab- 
solutely ignores the verse that follows 
where Christ said plainly, “Lazarus is 
dead.” It is almost: incredible that. a 
scholar can ignore in this way what is so 
plainly opposed to his own. position. 

Not a word is said about the reason. for 
the death of Christ, and the treatment. of 
the resurrection occupies less than three 
pages. In the last chapter, nothing is 
thentioned about the uniqueness of Chris- 
tianity in regard to the Atonement and 
the Holy Spirit, but only a comparison 


is instituted, between Christ and four other | 


reat religious leaders, Confucius, 

uddha, Zoroaster, and Mohammed, as 
though Christ’s superiority as a teacher 
were everything. 

He speaks of the danger of deductive 
reasoning, and says that all our modern 
knowledge is based on inductive methods. 
His own book is a glaring instance of 
the danger of a false deduction, taking 
just what he wishes and leaving the rest. 
How Dr. Barton can reconcile what: he 
has here stated with his belief in Jesus 
Christ as the incarnate Son of God is 
decidedly puzzling, because if the Gospels 
which alone tell us of Christ are not to 
be relied upon it is impossible to be sure 
that he is God. 

If teaching of this kind is given’ in our 
colleges and universities, it is not surpris- 
ing that young people lose their faith 
in Christ. This book is written for the 
young! On everything connected with 
Palestine life, manners, and customs, Dr. 
Barton is admirable and illuminating, but 
what is the value of this information 
when the Gospels are treated as unreli- 
able? 


A Spiritual Gift 


and 
A Sound Investment 
THE ANNUITY BOND PLAN 


of the Board of National Mis- 
sions of the Presbyterian 
Church in the U. S. A. 


1—The Board will accept an annuity gift of any 
amount at any time, and will pay you, so long as 
you live, an income, the annual amount depending 
upon your age. 

2—If you wish, an anauity will be paid to a relative 
or friend, the amount ing upon the age of 
the beneficiary. 

3—The principal of your gift 1s safeguarded by the as- 
sets of the Board, and the honor of the Presby- 
tefian Charch U. S. A. 

4—The annuity begins the day your gift is received, 
and, paid semi-annually or quarterly, as preferred. 

6—Y our gift is a permanent investment, you never suf- 
fer any loss of interest or any costs in making ce- 
investments. ' " 


For additional ptemniiten address 
Rev. JOHN A. RODGERS, D:D., Director 
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156 Fifth Avenue, NEW YORK CITY 
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THE ILLUSTRATOR #225 | ONLY 
Year 
is a monthly lesson ming sine that $1.00 
makes a seer. ~ the help —— 
necessary for teaching each lesson af 
the cost of a postage stamp! for 52 Lesseas 
Don’t miss it! Marion Lawrange says: ‘There is 


no other I like as well.” Sample copy free. 


THE ILLUSTRATOR, 158 Fifth Avenue, New York. 


SUNDAY SCHOOLS 
Head's 5...5. Record. ino Treasunex 
For 27 Classes, $1.50; 65 Classes, $2.00 


Head’s §. §. Class Books 


Simple, time-saving. Gives a perfect record of entire 
school. RY IT THIS YEAR! 
A returnable sample copy of both books sent for 


examination on request. 


F. H. REVELL COMPANY, 158 Fifth Avenue, New York 


Bible Institute of Washington Opens Jan. 2nd. 
The Second Semester of the 
BIBLE INSTITUTE OF WASHINGTON, 1316 Vermont Avense, N. W. 
WasuinGTon, D. C. 
Open January 2nd, 1924. 
The Institute is Evangelical, Interdenominational, Mis- 
py! in outlook,evangelistic in spirit. Strong faculty. 
It 1s ideally located in Nation’s Capital which affords 
many extra educational advantages. Sourses ar- 


ranged for ministerial and missionary students, and 
Christian workers, Write today for information, 


The Apostle John 


Studies in 
His Life and Writings 














Southfield 
Bible Conference 


CRESCENT CITY, FLORIDA 
FEB. 18 to MARCH 7, 1924 


A Strong and Faithful Testimony 
By the Following Teachers : 





Rev. Lewis Sperry CHAFER 
Mr. Cuas. G. TrumpBuut 
Rev. HerseRt MACKENZIE 
Rev. Roturn T. Cuarer 


For Miesature obdets the Sécictery, 
CRESCENT CITY, FLA. 


BRONZE TABLETS 


Designs and Estimates Free 
Jno. Williams, Inc.,. Bronze Foundry 
(Dept. 9), 556 W. 27th St., New York City. 

















By W. H. GRIFFITH THOMAS, D.D, 


C* THE lives recorded in Scripture 
there are none more truly valuable 
than those of the Apostles of our Lord, 
because their association with Christ 

ave them exceptional opportunities for 
development and progress. Of these 
apostolic lives it is probable that not 
one is more important than that of -the 
Apostle foba. because of his very inti- 
mate fellowship With his Master. These 
studies of the life and writings of John, 
coming from the pen of the well-known 
writer, preacher and Bible teacher after 
years of intimate study and Christian 
service, will be found fascinating and 
profitable to preacher and layman alike. 


372 pages, $1.75, postpaid 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES (0. 


1031 Watnutr STREET, PHILADELPHIA. 
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They want to go 
to Glasgow— 








Don’t you? 








next June. 








ask how, and if the 


the plan for ta 


Well, why not do as shey have done, and are doing—just 
ow” appeals to you, then just 
make. up your mind to go (D. V.) and start in! 


6s 


“ They” now represent inquiries about the“Glasgow Plan” 
from 36 states, provinces, and foreign possessions ; and al- 
ready, as pee : 

workers in seven states have undertaken the plan. 


ly as answers coul 


A good, thoroughly practical plan that has been wonder- 
fully helpful to others on earlier occasions, designed to 
enable you without money cost to yourself, to go to the 
World’s Sunday School Convention in Glasgow, Scotland, 


If you want to go, just address a post-card to The Sunday 
Schoo! Times Company, 1031 Walnut Street, Philadel- 
phia, Pa., write “ Glasgow,” and- your name and address 
on the other sidé'of it, and mail it to-day. You do not put 
yourself under the slightest obligation by this inquiry. 
But don’t decide that yox cannot go on account of the 
expense, until you have at least learned exactly what. is 

bine care of that problem! . 





very well come, 















































Tye Sunday. School Tins 


Philadelphia, December 22, 1923 





Subscription Rates 


The Sunday Schoo! Times is pub- 
lished. weekly at the following rates, pay- 
able in advance, for either old or new 
subscribers in the United States and 
Possessions, Canada, Mexico, Cuba, and 
Shanghai, China. These rates include 


postage. . 
$1 50 Five or more copies, either 
° to separate addresses or in a 
package to one address, $1.50 each, per 
year, 
$2 00 One copy, or any number of 
e copies less than five, $2 each, 
per copy.. One copy, five years, $8. 

In recognition of the club organizer’s 
aid one subscription additional is allowed 
for every ten paid for in a club. 

CHANGE OF ADDRESS 
Please be sure to state the old as well 
as the mew address whenever you request 
a change in your address. If in a club, 
please give name and address of your 
club organizer, and allow two full weeks 
for the change to be made. 
FOREIGN COUNTRIES 
The Sunday School Times will be sent to 
any of the countries embraced in the Uni- 
versal Postal Union at the above fates plus 
go cente each for foreign postage. That is: 
one copy, one year, $2.50; five or more copies, 
either to separate addresses or in a package 
to one address, $2 each per year. 
The Sunday School Times Co., Publishers, 
2631 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 





The Twenty-fifth Appeal 
(Cut out and keep before you during 1924) 


AMionts by month for two years 
these appeals have gone forth— 
this one the twenty-fifth. 

They have gone out unsigned, but not 
uncredentialed. They have- gone unfi- 
nanced by man, unbacked by human prom- 
ise or pledge of any kind, but not un- 
supported by the promises of God. They 
have gone forth, not to point to or ex- 
alt any human name, but only Him whose 
name alone is worthy of exaltation. 

Would the devil send out such appeals? 
Does he call the people of God to prayer? 
Is he longing for revival of the saints? 
Did he inspire the disciples to “tarry for 
the promise of the .Father’? Did he 
keep Wesley on his face until! God shook 
Great Britain and America? Did he 
rejoice when Brainerd wept for souls? 
Did he stand back of Finney, and Moody, 
‘and Chapman, and Torrey when these 
were interceding for the lost? 

Nay, verily! No prayer that ever as- 
cended to the Father in Jesus’ name in 
behalf of the Church was inspired by 
the hinderer of prayer. Nor are these, 
and similar appeals*on the part of others, 
thus inspired. 

God be praised for the many saints who 
are being driven by the Spirit to their 
knees, but alas for the multitudes who 
are indifferent ! 


Can tt be possible that the Church will 
cross the threshold of the New Year still 
crippled in its unbelieving, prayerless 
impotency? 





Will it be content to pass through 1924, | 
as through ‘preceding years, asking for | 
mere fleshly toys to consume upon it- | 
self, rather than for neighborhoods and | 
nations, hamlets and hemispheres, to lay 
evangelised at the feet of the world’s | 
Redeemer? Does it not know that the | 
execution of its Christ-given task of | 
world evangelization will follow speedil 
the world-wide return to spiritual healt 
of its own paralyzed body: 

“Oh, that thou wouldest rend the 
heavens, that thou wouldest come down!” 
Let this become the incessant heart-cry | 
from millions of hitherto neglected | 
prayer chambers, and the Answerer will | 
come. Simultaneously on earth means 
“suddenly from heaven” (Acts 2:1). 


Pray for Revival! 
w 


A Kindly. Word from an 
Old Friend 


HE Editor of The Sunday School 
Times, ‘Mr. Charles G. Trumbull, has 
receivéd a letter from Captain and Mrs. 
W. H. Price, of the Japan Seamen’s Mis- 
sion, 89 Nishi. No Kuchi, Ashiya, near 
Kobe, Japan. Captain and Mrs. Price 
used to attend the Victorious Life Con- 
ferences when they were in this country, 
and Mr? Trumbull had delightful fellow- 
ship with them in Osaka during his Far 
Eastern tour in 1920. This is an extract 
from their letter : 
“A few days ago the Lord sent us‘a 
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have us send his tenth, the Holy Spirit 
told us to send it to you for the Keswick 
fund; we had the joy of doing so, and 
trust that you will receive it safely in 
due course. This small donation towards 
the building of such a glorious place 
where the heart-stirring message of the 
‘Victorious Life in Christ’ will be heard 
by eet rx og) of hungry souls, —— us 
unspeaka , Joy in g it on, and we 
pray that we will be able to send more 
rom time to time, just as the Lord leads.” 





The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
By H. McAllister Griffiths 





January 13. In His Steps. I. How and When 
Jesus Prayed. John 17 : 1-26. 
January 20. Gospel Triumphs in Japan. Acts 


January 27. How Can Christian Endeavor 
Help Our Church and Denomination? 2 
Cor. 1:11; Heb. 10: 23-25. (Beginning 
Christian Endeavor Week.) 

February 3. One Hundred Percent for Christ 
and the Church. Rom. 12: 1-13; John 
° [2 ae Endeavor Day. Decision 

ay. 





Sunday, January 6 
Do Better Still (Phil. 3 : 12-14) 
€Consecration meeting) 





Mon.—Better praying (Luke 18 : 9-14). 

Tues.—Better giving (Matt. 6: 1-4). ° 
» Wed.—Better service (Luke 16 : 1-1). 

Thurs.—Better friendship (1 Sam. 18: 


1-4). 
: Fri—Better reading (Josh. 1 : 1-8). 
i Sat.—Better living (1 Peter 3 ; 13-17). 
In what directions may we improve? 
What things inspire*us to do better? 
Why should we always try a little harder? 


‘HERE is, no such thing as stopping 
ds the Chtistian life. Yesterday’s ex- 
G 











ierice and. achievement will be, if from 
, a foundation upoh which to build 
better things, but it. will never do for a 
stopping-place. To-day’s fellowship with 
Chirist, while certifying to an everlasting 


fatt, can never take the place of to-mor-.. 


row’s fresh contact with him. To rely 
upon past experiences is to rely upon 
something else than Christ. 

bg 


“Being satisfied” is one of the great 


' and soul-destroying temptations of the 


enemy of our souls, If we can be lulled 
into self-satisfaction, it will suit his pur- 
pose well. Before we were regenerated, 


| he tried to dull our desire for better 


things by stiffening the quality of our 
pride. Now that we are Christ’s the ad- 
versary attempts to draw us away by so 
appealing to our self-satisfaction as to 
cause us to forget the needs of the pres- 
ent in contemplation of the past. Ii we 
yield to this subtle temptation, we shall 
in effect cease trusting.God at all, and 
begin the downward road. which leads 


| to spiritual decay and unhappiness, There 


is no happiness in serving self. 
v4 


Are we then to forget the grace of 


God as it has marvelously helped us in 
the past? God forbid, for if we should 
cease praising him for all the way he has 
led us, then were we ungrateful indeed. 
Always we should remember the past, but 
remember it as a pledge of the further 
good things God has in store for us if 
we continue on with him. So, rejoicing 
in our many blessings of yesterday, we 
use them as a measuring rod by which we 
maybe able to gauge the richer gifts of 
to-day. God has more and more to give 
us, farther and farther to lead us, if 
only we..will remain constantly. unsatisfied 
to remain to-day where we were yester- 
day... But if we are. satisfied to remain 
where we are, though we will still be 
His beloved children, he will advance 
without_us, for his work must go on. 

Can you ever be satisfied with yourself if 
you are facing your own sinfulness as it is 
lit up by the holiness of God? 

Cun. you name any self-satisfied person whe 
ever did anything for the Kingdom of God? so) 

Is there any other way in which we cas 
“do better still” than by continuous trust 
in the risen Christ? 





little money quite unexpectedly and as 
we asked him to show us where he would 


Princeton, N. J. 
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Lesson for January 6 
Genesis 12:4 to 25:10 








[ Children at Home | 


Terry 
By Hetty Rogers 


H® WAS just a dirty, shaggy brown 
dog — lost and very hungry, and he 
walked up to the big white house near 
the top ofthe hill looking very forlorn 
and friendless. 

Suddenly the door of the Wilson home 
was opened wide and little Billie, the pet 
of the household, appeared on the door 
step, afraid to venture farther when he 
saw a poor stray dog staring up at him. 
“Oh! Mother, comet” called Billie, 
“there is a poor hungry-looking dog on 
our porch, May I give him something 
to eat?” r i 

“Wait, dear, hé may-be very cross,” and 
Mrs. Wilson hastily gathered up some 
pieces of food from the table and hur- 
ried to the door’ with Billie. 

“Oh! you poor lost doggie,” said Mrs. 
Wilson. “I am sure you won't bite, for 
you have such wonderful pleading eyes. 
Just begging for something to eat, and 
Saying it with your eyes, aren’t you? 
And look, Billie, what a nice collar he 
has. Somebody’s 
he is well fed and brushed will be a very 
pretty dog.” : 

Terry wagged his tail, looked his 
thanks from his big brown eyes, and then 
eagerly devoured the food set before 

1m. : 

Billie sat down on the top step and 
watched him gobble the food, trying to 
think: of a nice name for this nice dog, 
for he felt sure he had come to stay. 

In the evening, when Billie’s father 
came home, he was met at the gate by 
a very excited little boy and a large 
brown dog, wagging his tail in friendly 
greeting. Animals instinctively know 
their frienus and enemies, and Terry 
knew he was meeting another friend, 

“Hello, Sonny Boy! Where did you 
get the doggie?” exclaimed Mr. Wilson. 

“Oh, Daddy! He came right up on our 

rch and asked for his dinner, and 

other gave him some. May we keep 
him, Daddy ?” 

Mr. Wilson patted the brown head and 
stooped to look at the ‘dog’s collar. 
“Terry,” he saw engraved on a small sil- 
ver mounting. Then he turned to Billie: 
“Sonny, Pm afraid we can’t keep him, 
for he is a valuable dog, and his mas- 
ter or mistress will be looking every- 
where for him. 

Billie’s eyes filled with tears. 

“Oh, Daddy, I want him,” he*cried. 

“Well, Sonny Boy, I don’t blame you 
for that, for he is a jewel. “We will be 
nice to him and keep him as long as we 
can. His name is Terry, son, so run 
along and play till Mother calls.” 

For the next few days the “lost ads.” 
in all the papers were eagerly scanned 


- at the Wilson home, but Terry stayed on 


unmolested with his newly found _ 

Three months passed by and Thanks- 
giving was drawing near; still no one 
ad claimed Terry. The dog followed 
Billie around all day long, and slept on 


a big rug beside his bed at night, and. 


Mr. and Mrs. Wilson were as fond of 
Terry as their little son was. 

His long silky hair was brushed every 
day, and several times he had been put 
in a washtub and given a real bath. 


About a week before Thanksgiving, 


Mr. Wilson bought a turkey and put it 
in a little pen in the back yard. Billie 
and Terry thought it lots of fun to play 
around the pen and make old turkey gob- 
bler “gobble” at them. 

One afternoon Mrs. Wilson missed the 
sound of Billie’s chatter and Terry’s 
“Sniff! Sniff!” She went to the back 
porch and called but got no answer. Then 
she went out to the front walk, looked 
down the street towards the city, up the 
road towards the fields and woods. No 
sign of boy or dog. She went back to 
the garden. There she found two slats 
pushed off the turkey pen and the turkey 
gone. 

The gate that opened into the garden 
was open. Mrs. Wilson went through 
and followed the path to the back end 
of the garden. She called and called — 
still no answer. 


pet, no doubt, and when | 








Asking — 





‘Some Are 





What Wheaton College 





Really N eeds— 








some four hundred students. 





It needs about 'a hundred thousand dollars a year for the | 
upkeep of twelve buildings, and the training and care of 


It needs a dormitory for men,a new,additional dormitory 
for women, a chapel as a separate building, a library 
building, a dining hall,—costing about $200,000 in all. 


It needs your prayers, yout gifts,—your support as a be- 


hand with a deepening. Christian experience. 


It needs to be more widely: known as a college of high 
educational standards where a thorough college training 
| is successfully combined with sound Christian teaching. 


And so many believe now that their young people need 
Wheaton, that if there is to be a place at Wheaton for 


the increasing numbers who are applying for entrance, 


then. there 


must be a place allowe 


for Wheaton upon 


givers’ lists of preferred objects for productive giving. 


| 
| 
| Will you share in this very significant opportunity ? 


Please address President Charles A. Blanchard, Wheaton, 


| 7 ; Illinois. 








“Well,” said she, “those three, must. be 
together, but. they never. could have 
climbed over this, high fence,” and she 
was just about to. turn around when she 
saw a turkey feather lying on the ground 
near the fence, “The feather tells the 
story, I guess; those little rascals are 
chasing . that turkey.. and goodness 
knows where they are by this time.” She 
climbed up on the fence and looked across 
the pasture to the woods. beyond, where 
the river could be seen here and there 
through the trees. “Not that! It must 
not be that!” she said, turning back 
towards the house with tears in her. eyes. 

By this time several neighbors were 
helping in the search for. the lost trio. 
Night was fast coming on, Mrs. Wilson 
was growing more desperate with each 
passing moment. She went to the tele- 
phone and told hey husband what had 
happened. He was’home in a few min- 
utes. He was about to notify the Chiei 
of Police, but just as he picked up the 
telephone receiver, ‘ “Bow-wow, bow- 
wow!” they heard in the distance. Down 
went the receiver, and Mr. Wilson ran 
out on the back porch calling: “Terry, 
Terry, come; come, Terry!” ° 

Through the gardén gate bounced 
Terry. He went straight ‘to Mr. Wilson 
and laid Billie’s cap at his feet. 

“Oh, John! John!” sobbed Mrs. Wil- 
son, “Sonny Boy is. drowned.” 

“No, no, Mother, the cap isn’t wet, the 
dog isn’t: wet. Terry is only trying to 
tell us in his wonderful way that he has 
taken care of Billie and we must come 
and get him.” ; 





| 
} 
| | 
| H 
| liever in an educational experience that goes hand in | 
\ 
i! 





“Yip, .yip,”’ said Terry, and started 
down the garden path. -Terry led the 
way to the north end of the pasture be- 
yond the woods. When the anxious 
followers overtook him he was cuddled 
up beside sleeping Sonny Boy, licking 
his dirty little tear-stained face. 

When Billie opened his eyes and saw 
parents and friends around him he cried 
loudly. ‘““Unloose me, Daddy, unloose me,” 
he wailed, “and take me home.” 

Then Mr. Wilson .discovered that 
Billie’s clothes were caught in the wire 
fence under which he had tried to crawl 
in his pursuit after the turkey. The more 
he had twisted and struggled to get loose, 
the more his clothes had caught in the 
barb-wire, and so he lay there on the 
cold ground with Terry beside him until 
he had cried himself to sleep. 

Later when he was tucked in. his little 
bed, with the Sand Man very near, the 
dog on guard on the rug beside him, Mrs. 
Wilson said in a low voice: “We could 
never part with Terry now, could we, 
John?” 

“No, no,”-answered her husband ear- 
nestly, “not even his former master could 
have him now. If possession is nine- 
tenths of the law, Terry is ours now, and 
always.” 

Terry said, “Sniff, sniff,” got up from 
his rug, and went over and sat down in 
front of Mr. Wilson. He put his paw up 
on his knee, looked up into his face with 
those. big brown intelligent eyes,. which 
said plainly: “Shake hands on that; I’m 
going to stay with Billie.” 


Rocxrorp, Itt. 





Have you grasped the great cen- 
tral theme of the entire Bible ? 


THE MEANING 
OF THE CROSS 


By the REV. GORDON Watt, of Edinburgh 
Author of “ The Strategic Value of Prayer.” ' 

Makes this very clear and precious to 
the soul, There are nine studies showing 
the meaning of the Cross in the Old Testa. 
ment, in the Gospels, in the Epistles, 
and in the Revelation, and its central 
plade in salvation, victory, power and 
service is made clear. 

These studies were originally given 
at the 1922 Victorious Life Conference, 
at the Moody Bible Institute, and else- 
where, and brought unusual blessings 
to the hearts of the listeners. 


$1, postpaid 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES CO, 
1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia. 


RADIO- ACTIVE TEXTS 


By BisHor Henry W. WARREN 
A beautiful little book giving inspir- 
ing comments on a series of light- 
giving Scripture passages. Gift 
book style, art covers, text in colors, 
25 cents, postpaid, 
THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES CO. 

1031 WALNUT STREET, PHILADELPHIA. 
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The Blind 
Need Bibles! 


IBLES with raised type 
for those unfortunates 





> Write for Booklet “1” 
NEW YORK BIBLE SOCIETY 
5 East 48th St., New York City. 





dest Bible in New York and the 
» Bibles free in the 
Clty and hirbor. 








Wilde’s Bible Picture Set 


FOR THE SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASS 


HE use of inexpensive pictures never was 
ts as today. Through the eye, atten- 
dja ullaone on ented Send for our list 
of Biblical subjects, which is the largest and 





most blished. Try them and see 
a re ts cents each—no 
for less than 10. 


60 pictures in portfolio illustrating the 
niform Lessons of 1924—90 cents. 


W. A. WILDE COMPANY, 
120 Boylston St., Boston, Mass. 

















Accounts Always Audited in REVELL’S 


Church Treasurer’s 
RECORD 


Concise — Systematic — Simple —Time saving 
SELF-PROVING WEEKLY ENVELOPE SYSTEM 
FOR 434 MEMBERS, $2.50; 882 MEMBERS, $3.00 
Send for other sizes and prices 


Special Offer A returnable copy of this record will 


be sent, postpaid, for examination to 
any treasurer. Give number of church members, 


F. H. REVELL COMPANY, 158 Fifth Avenue, New York 





THE PERRY PICTURES 
Reproductions of the World’s 
Great Paintings. Size, 544x8. 
TWO CENTS EACH 
for 25 or more. Send 50c for 
2s Art Subjects or 25 on Life 
of Christ,or five 10x12 size re- 
ligious pytuecte. Bo two alike. 
Beautiful 64-page Catalogue 

















for 15c in coin or stamps. 
The Perry Pictures Co. 
Box 96, Mavopen, Mass. 
and a few 
A Postcard sii 
will bring to you 
Torrey’s Famous Vust-Pocket Hep 


GIST OF LESSONS 2924 FREE 


je l DOWN the names (ona postcard will do) of 12 or 
more Sunday School teachers or Bible class scholars 
of your acquaintance, and we will send you an in- 
troductory copy of Toes Gist of the (Interna- 
tional) Lessons i924. Absolutely free and postpaid. 


THE ILLUSTRATOR, 158 Fifth Avewse, NEW YORK 


Make yourself the best Christmas gift you 
ever received. Given to all students enroll- 


tic Bible Study. The Bible 
ifferent. Please address 





ing in Syste 
Study that is 
BIBLE STUDENTS’ LEAGUB 


Dept. 78, Claremont, Cal. 











“PULPITS 


Chairs, Tables, Hymn Boards, Collection Plates,etc. 


Globe Furniture Company, 23,Par* Flece. 


INDIVIDUAL COMMUNION SERVICE 

: ** Noiseless in use’’ 
_¥i New Reduced Price-List 
WM. H. DIETZ, 20 E. Randolph St., Chicago 

















For Family Worship | 


By the Director of the 
Great Commission Prayer League 





Following the Home Daily Bible Read- 
on the International Uniform Sunday 
ool Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 
HERE are doubtless many “chosen” 
evangelical papers, each accomplish- 
ing a blessed work in its own “chosen” 
field, but the paper referred to in the 
title above is our own Sunday School 
Times, and its field the world. For more 
than a half century God has been pleased 
greatly to bless and own its earth-wide 
ministry. Has not this been due, at least 
in considerable part, to the fact that the 
Times thas given so large a place to 
prayer, thereby humbly recognizing and 
openly confessing its entire dependence 
upon God? What a blessed thing it would 
| be if through all the New Year ahead 
| the producing staff of the Times could 
| feel that back of them each day were 
; the prayers of every reader of the paper! 





ham (13: 14-17) had been given also to 
all the chosen seed that was in Abra- 
ham. And from that day to this they 
have owned but not always eas the 
land. Oh, how many of i's people 
have been dispossessed of their posses- 
sions through sin! 


Prayer Succestions: Pray for she 
five members of the Book Department, 
the three members of the Circulation De- 
partment, the fourteen members of the 
Subscription Department, the eight mem- 
bers of the Advertising Department. 
Pray for consecration and wisdom in each: 
of these important departments. 
Fri.—Genesis 18 : 23-33. 

- Abraham the Intercessor. 

_Abraham “drew near” (v, 23) ; stated 
his cause (vs. 23, 24); set forth his plea 
(v. 25); remind himself (and ithe 
Lord) of his low estate (v. 27); re- 
peatedly renewed his advocacy in- be- 
haif of Sodom for the sake of Sodom’s 
“righteous” (vs. 28-32). Persevered un- 
til “the Lord went his way” (vy. 33), for 
Sodom’s case was hopeless. But Abra- 
ham's plea. for Sodom’s righteous pre- 
vailed; What encouragement for us! 


Prayer Succestions: Pray for the 





Does it not encourage you to know that 
godly people are praying daily for you? 
Won't you do this for your paper, our 
paper, and for all who are connected with 
it? And why not write a line to the) 
Editor telling him so? You will thereby 
be enriching the ministry of the paper, | 
and your own ministry as well. 

This appeal is wholly unsolicited, ex- | 
cept as divinely constrained. (See para- | 
graphs below.) 


December 31 to January 6 


Mon.—Genesis 12 : 1-9; 18 : 17-19. 
A Chosen Leader. 

Have you read both passages? What 

verse has most impressed you? How 
about 18:19? What a wonderful verse 
for prayerful, personal application! 
What a verse to call forth confession of 
failure, and to inspire to high and holy 
resolve! Keep it before you as you pass 
out of the old year into the new, and 
in all the days chtod, 

Prayer SucGcestions: Praise God for 
| all the innumerable blessings of the past 
| year. Recount a dozen or more of the 
| specially important. Find time to be 

“alone with God” at least an hour dur- 
ing the day. Pray mucs for to-night’s 
Watch Night meetings throughout the 
world, especially for the one in your own 
home or church. Pray that MANY souls 
may find Christ. 

Tues.—Genesis 13: 12-18. A Chosen Land. 

God gave to his separated child a sep- 

arated possession; and he still does. For 
it hath not entered “into the heart of man, 
the things which God hath prepared for 
them that love him” (1 Cor. 2:9). Which 
shall be our choice, Lot’s or Abraham’s? 
As our choice, so shall be the character 
of our blessings. 


Prayer Succestions: Pray for The 
Sunday School Times, its 
| (Philip E. Howard), its Editor (Charles 
G. Trumbull), its Associate Editor (How- 
| ard A. Banks), and the other seven mem- 
| bers of its editorial office staff. Why 
not (unless you have already done so) 
| drop them a New Year card of prayerful 
greeting? THEY'LL APPRECIATE IT. Do 
it TO-DAY! 
Wed.—Genesis. 14 : 17-24. 
Abram and Melchizedek. 

Satan’s gifts always have a “string” at- 
tached. (See v. 23.) That is why so 
many of God’s servants, and churches, 
and institutions fail. A Modernist rich 
man gives an evangelical poor church 
a gift, but ah, the string! How Satan 
must chuckle at the success of the ruse! 
For when the gift comes in, the Gospel 
goes out. 

Prayer SuGcestions: Pray for the 
fifteen lesson department contributors of 
the Times, and for the regular (or fre- 
quent) thirteen contributors outside of the 
lesson departments. Turn through the 
paper and pray for these as far as you 
can by name. Pray for the mighty en- 
duement of the Spirit upon each one. 
Thurs.—Genesis 15 : 7-18. 

The Covenant Confirmed, 

“Unto thy seed have I given this land” 


| the general office; and 





Publisher ' 


five persons in the Times composing room, 
the five in the press room, the seven in 
the Mailing Department, the seven in 
dow’t forget the 
office boy and the janitor. Nearly a 

ing 


| hundred persons altogether are wor. 


for F —_ week in connection with 
the Times, God bless them every one! 


Sat.—Genesis 22:1-4,. God Tries Abraham. 





“Thine only son” (v. 2). What pathos 
r—IF I 


I 
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A Christmas of Cheer 


(Lesson for Jan. 6) DEC. 22, 1923 


in these words! Have you an “only” 
child? God cannot use and bless you 
to the full until he sees that that child is 
on the altar “to the full.” He gave un- 
reservedly his “only,” and he $ unre- 
servedly our “only,” and our all. 


Prayer Succestions: Pray for every 
home and every church represented’ in 
The Sunday School Times constituency, 
and for EVERY MEMBER of every home and 
every church. Pray that we may indeed 
be bound together as one family in the 
Lordy Oh, that during all of 1924 we 
might all : 


“, .. share our mutual woes, 
Our mutual burdens bear; 
While often for each other flows 
The sympathizing tear.” 


Sun.—Psalm 23. The Lord our Leader. 


Abraham was a chosen leader of Je- 
hovah’s Israel because he was a faithful 
follower of Israel’s Jehovah (Gen. 18: 
19). Likewise was David. salm 23 
was precious to God’s people under’ law; 
how infinitely more precious should it be 
to his people under grace! us “en- 
ter into rest” (Heb. 4:9-11) beside its 
“still waters.” z ; G 

Prayer Succestions: Pray that dur- 
ing 1924 the Lord may be pleased to use 
The Sunday School Times and its world- 
wide intercessory constituency to help 
pray down upon the Church and the 
world such spiritual blessings as have 
hitherto been unknown in many years. 
Remember: “NoTHING LIES BEYOND THE 
REACH OF PRAYER EXCEPT THAT WHICH 
LIES OUTSIDE THE WILL OF Gop.” Dedi- 
cate 1924 to prayer! . 
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Joy Theewsh the Year 
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us in this work. 


i= 


a host of loyal friends who 
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This is our greeting to every friend of the Institute—to 
all who by prayer, gift or investment are co-operating with 
‘ircumstances preclude the sending of a 
personal greeting to each one, but our greeting is not the 
less hearty and cordial because of this. 

Facing determined opposition to the Gospel as we do, you 
can be sure that it means much to us to know that we have 


toward this work to the best of their ability—even to 
the extent of personal sacrifice. 

With this in mind and remembering the words of Holy 
What, “If God be for us, who can be against us,” we 
enter the New Year with renewed courage. 

We trust that many readers of The Sunday School 
Times who have not previously assisted the Institute will 
be led to do so during the coming year. 

Many who find it impossible to make an outright gift 
invest in our Life Annuity Contracts. 

Full information conceming these will be gladly given on 
receipt of request addressed ee 


fe 
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are praying for and giving 


—-] 


1 














EF} THE MOODY BIBLE INSTITUTE 
| Dept. 2%, 153 Institute Place, Chicago, Illinois. 
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When answering advertisements, please mention The Sunday School Times 





By JAMES M. GRAY, D.D., 


Contise and practical. 








(v. 18). All that had been given to Abra- 


A substantial volume of 443 pages. 
THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES COMPANY, - 


Christian Workers’ Commentary 


Dean of Moody Bible Institute. 


Cover's the whole Bible, with questions for use of teachers, or in tamily devotions and adult Bible classes 
Recommended by the late Dr. Sdofield. 


A Christmas gift that will be appreciated. 
$3, postpaid. 
= 1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia 
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